


Venezuela’s interim President 
Nicolas Maduro gestures 
before placing his ballot in a 
box during the presidential 
election in Caracas, Venezu¬ 
ela, Sunday, April 14, 2013. 
Associated Press 

Chavez heir 
chosen to 
lead Venezuela 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Venezuelan electoral 
officials say voters hove 
narrowly elected Hugo 
Chavez’s hand-picked 
successor as president in 
a razor-close special elec¬ 
tion Sunday. 

Winner Nicolas Maduro 
campaigned on a promise 
to carry on Chavez’s self- 
styled socialist revolution, 
and defeated a two-time 
challenger who claimed 
the late president’s regime 
has put Venezuela on the 
road to ruin. 

Officials soy Maduro de¬ 
feated Henrique Capriles 
by only about 300,000 
votes. The margin was 50.8 
percent to 49.1 percent. 
Challenger Henrique 
Capriles’ main campaign 
weapon was to simply 
emphasize “the incompe¬ 
tence of the state," as he 
put it to reporters Saturday 
night. 


Continued on page 7 



This photo token Saturday, April 13, 2013 volunteers at a command post off Exif 52 along Infersfafe 90 prepare fo join in fhe rescue 
operation fo look for of leasf one missing snowshoer in Snoqualmie Pass, Wash. A female snowshoer has died hours offer she was 
dug ouf of an avalanche by fellow hikers, and a man remained missing Sunday, one day offer a pair of spring avalanches sfruck 
separafe groups hiking in fhe Cascade AAounfains easf of Seoffle, aufhorifies in Washingfon sfafe said. 
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Obama’s budget plan limits 
his bargaining power 


JIAA KUHNHENN, 

JULIE PACE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres¬ 
ident Barack Obama’s 
budget overtures to Re¬ 
publicans may limit his bar¬ 
gaining power if the oppo¬ 
sition party ever returns to 
the negotiating table on 
a grand deficit-reduction 
deal.In essence, Obama’s 
spending blueprint is a final 
offer, a no-budge budget 
whose central elements 
hove failed to persuade 
Republicans in the post. 


By voluntarily putting enti¬ 
tlement cuts on the table, 
particularly a proposal 
to slow the rise of Social 
Security retirement ben¬ 
efits, Obama has no other 
gambit to win tax increas¬ 
es from Republicans. 

With many Democrats 
balking at what Obama 
is already offering, it’s not 
politically feasible for him 
to offer the Republicans 
anything more. 


Continued on page 2 



President Barack Obama, accompanied by acting Bud¬ 
get Director Jeffrey Zients, speaks in the Rose Garden of the 
White House in Washington, Wednesday Aprii 10,2013, to dis¬ 
cuss his proposes fiscai 2014 federai budget. 

Associated Press 
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U.S. senator says immigration deal needs tough terms 



In this Jan. 28, 2013, file photo Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., center, speaks at a Capitol Hill news 
conference on immigration legislation with a members of a bipartisan group of leading senators, 
including, from left. Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y. and Sen. Robert 
Menendez, D-N.J., in Washington. After months of arduous closed-door negotiations, the “Gang 
of Eight” senators equally divided between the two parties had no issues left to resolve in person, 
and no more negotiating sessions were planned. Remaining details were left to aides, who were 
at work completing drafts of the bill. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

bipartisan deal on immi¬ 
gration reform legislation 
would need tough en¬ 
forcement and even strict¬ 
er penalties for those who 
come to the United States 
illegally, o leading Republi¬ 
can at the center of nego¬ 
tiations said Sunday. 

Florida Sen. Marco Rubio, 
who’s among the biparti¬ 
san group of eight sena¬ 
tors, known os the “Gang 
of Eight," writing a plan 
that's expected to come 
out Tuesday, tried to pro¬ 
mote the framework for 
the emerging overhaul 
that would provide a path 
toward citizenship for those 
who came to the country 
illegally or overstayed their 
visit. 

While the deal does in¬ 
clude a long and difficult 
process for the 11 million in¬ 
dividuals in question, Rubio 
insisted the proposal does 
not include on “amnesty” 
provision that fellow con¬ 
servatives have called a 
deal-breaker. 

“We're not awarding any¬ 
body anything. All we're 
doing is giving people the 
opportunity to eventually 
earn access to our new, 
improved and modernized 
legal immigration system,” 


said Rubio, a Cuban-Amer- 
ican. 

The immigration overhaul 
is a top priority for Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama in 
his second-term and one 
of the few major issues in 
which there is a possibil¬ 


ity of reaching a bipartisan 
agreement in a bitterly di¬ 
vided Congress. 
Republicans have been 
showing signs of being more 
amenable to immigration 
legislation after badly los¬ 
ing the votes of Hispanics in 


the 2012. Obama received 
about 70 percent of the 
Hispanic vote — a growing 
demographic group that is 
expected to play an even 
bigger rolein future elec¬ 
tions. 

But Republican lawmakers 


are also mindful that the 
party’s base still favors a 
tough stance on illegal im¬ 
migration. 

Despite Rubio’s assurances 
about making the path¬ 
way to citizenship a long 
and lengthy process, some 
of his fellow Republicans 
are still expressing serious 
doubts. 

“I’m not convinced,” said 
Sen. Jeff Sessions of Ala¬ 
bama. “I know Sen. Rubio’s 
heart is exactly right. And I 
really respect the work of 
the ‘Gong of Eight.’ But 
they have produced legis¬ 
lation ... that will give am¬ 
nesty now, legalize every¬ 
one that’s here effectively 
today and then there’s a 
promise of enforcement in 
the future.” 

Rubio said he would aban¬ 
don the overhaul effort if 
enforcement, border secu¬ 
rity and other elements are 
softened to his dissatisfac¬ 
tion. 

With on eye on a possible 
presidential run in 2016, Ru¬ 
bio has been careful not 
to appear weak on border 
security or create political 
problems among the con¬ 
servatives who have great 
sway in picking the Repub¬ 
lican nominee.Q 



House Budget Committee Chairman Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., a 
member of the House Ways and Means Committee, holds a copy 
of President Barack Obama's fiscal 2014 budget proposal book 
as he questions Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary 
Kathleen Sebelius on Capitol Hill in Washington, Friday, April 12, 
2013, as Sebelius testified before the House Ways and Means 
Committee hearing on the HHS fiscal 2014 budget request. 

Associated Press 


Obama 

Continued from Front 


Puzzled Democrats main¬ 
tain that Obama not only 
has given away his lever¬ 
age, he also has threat¬ 
ened the very identity of 
his party, which sees the 
Social Security Act of 1935 
signed by President Frank¬ 
lin D. Roosevelt as one 
of its signature achieve¬ 
ments. “If he’s trying to do 
it to show he is forthcom¬ 
ing as a negotiator, then 
why doesn’t he wait until 
he gets to the negotiating 
table?” said Democratic 
Rep. Rush Holt. “There’s a 
lot of talk about the fact 
that politically this is not a 
winner. Our brand is the 
party that brought you So¬ 
cial Security.” 

What’s irked Democrats 
the most is Obama’s de¬ 
cision to include a signifi¬ 
cant shift in policy in his 


$3.8 trillion budget that 
change the way the gov¬ 
ernment measures infla¬ 
tion, or the Consumer Price 
Index. If adopted, this new 
“chained CPI” would slow 
the rise in Social Security 
benefits and other pro¬ 
grams. 

In exchange, Obama is in¬ 
sisting on $580 billion in tax 
increases on wealthier tax¬ 
payers. It’s a demand that 
Republicans flatly reject. 
The president has offered 
the benefit cut to Repub¬ 
licans before as part of 
broad deficif reducfion 
negotiations, and only in 
exchange for fax increases 
fhe Republicans stringently 
opposes. The White House 
says the same quid pro 
quo applies to Obama’s 
current offer, and chained 
CPI can’t take effect as a 
solo measure. 

“You can’t decide to only 
pick out the concessions 
the president has made 


and not include the con¬ 
cessions that are from the 
Republican side, that need 
to be part of a bipartisan 
deal that could pass both 


houses," said Gene Sper¬ 
ling, the top White House 
economist. 

Faced with the withering 
criticism from Democratic 


and liberal allies, the White 
House has argued that 
the inflation proposal in 
the budget is a response 
to specific Republican 
demands during budgef 
falks lasf year. “This is a Re¬ 
publican proposal,” Whife 
House spokesman Jay Car¬ 
ney insisted. 

But the idea has been part 
of the thinking in Obama’s 
inner economic circle for 
two years, one the presi¬ 
dent put on the table dur¬ 
ing debt ceiling talks with 
the Republicans in the 
summer of 2011. 

Obama aides say fhe pres¬ 
ident had to include the 
Social Security change in 
the budget or risk being 
accused by Republicans 
of walking away from his 
previous offers. They say 
giving Republicans some 
of fhe entiflemenf cuts they 
seek means they have one 
less reason to say no to the 
president’s proposals. □ 
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Some states dropping GED as test price spikes 



In this Thursday, April 11, 2013 photo, Deni Loving teaches a GED class in Kansas City, AAo. Several 
dozen states are looking tor an alternative to the GED high school equivalency test because ot 
concerns that a new version coming out next year is more costly and will no longer be ottered in 
a pencil and paper tormat. 

Associated Press 


By HEATHER HOLLING¬ 
SWORTH 

Associated Press 
KANSAS CITY, AAo. (AP) — 

Several dozen states are 
looking for on alternative 
to the GED high school 
equivalency test because 
of concerns that a nevv' 
version coming out next 
year is more costly and will 
no longer be offered in o 
pencil and paper format. 
The responsibility for issu¬ 
ing high school equiva¬ 
lency certificates or diplo¬ 
mas rests with states, and 
they've relied on the Gen¬ 
eral Education Develop¬ 
ment exam since soon af¬ 
ter the test was created to 
help returning World War II 
veterans. 

But now 40 states and the 
District of Columbia are 
participating in a working 
group that's considering 
what's available besides 
the GED, and two test 
makers are hawking new 
exams. 

“It's a complete paradigm 
shift because the GED has 
been the monopoly. It's 
been the only thing in town 
for high school equivalen¬ 
cy testing. It's kind of like 
Kleenex at this point," said 
Amy Riker, director of high 
school equivalency test¬ 
ing for Educational Testing 
Service, which developed 
one of the alternative tests. 
Last month. New York, 
Montana and New Hamp¬ 
shire announced they 
were switching to a new 
high school equivalency 
exam, and California of¬ 
ficials began looking into 
amending regulations to 
drop the requirement that 
the state only use the GED 
test. Missouri has requested 
bids from test makers and 
plans to make a decision 
this month. Several others 
states, including Massa¬ 
chusetts, Maine, Indiana 
and Iowa, are making 
plans to request informa¬ 
tion about alternative ex¬ 
ams. 

Meanwhile, Tennessee 
and New Jersey are explor¬ 
ing offering more than one 
test. 

“The national situation is 
definitely fluid," said Tom 
Robbins, Missouri's direc¬ 
tor of adult education and 


high school equivalency, 
noting that other states 
plan to use the GED for 
now and bid later. 

The pushback comes as 
GED Testing Service pre¬ 
pares to introduce a new 
version of the exam in 
January. In the first revamp 
since for-profit Pearson 
Vue Testing acquired a 
joint ownership interest in 
the nonprofit Washington- 
based GED Testing Service, 
the cost of the test is dou¬ 
bling to $120. That's led to 
a case of sticker shock for 
test takers, nonprofits and 
states. Some states subsi¬ 
dize some or all of the ex¬ 
pense of the exam, while 
others add an administra¬ 
tive fee. The new GED test 
would cost $140 to take in 
Missouri if the state sticks 
with it. 

Kirk Proctor, of the Missouri 
Career Center, said the or¬ 
ganization is looking for a 
way to cover the increased 
test cost for students par¬ 
ticipating in a GED prepa¬ 
ration and job training pro¬ 
gram he oversees. He said 
his students can't come 
up with $140, noting they 
need help paying for the 
current, cheaper test. 

“A lot of them are just 
barely making it,” he said. 
“Transportation is a chal¬ 
lenge. Eating is a chal¬ 
lenge. For them, coming 
up with $140 for an assess¬ 
ment, it's basically telling 
them, ‘Forget about ever 
getting this part of your life 
complete."’ 

One program participant, 
Nicole Williams, a 21-year- 
old Kansas City mother of 
three, said she was hope¬ 
ful she’d pass the GED test 
soon so she could avoid 
the electronic version. With 
it, she said, “you’ve got to 
learn how to type, use the 
computer, plus your GED. 
That’s three things instead 
of just trying to focus all on 
your GED test." 

Developers say the new 
version is needed because 
nearly all states are adopt¬ 
ing tougher math and 
reading standards to en¬ 
sure students are prepared 
for college and careers. 
Because the new version is 
so different, a million or so 
adults who have passed 


some but not all of the five 
parts of the current GED 
test must complete the 
missing sections by Dec. 
31. If not, their scores will 
expire and they'll have 
to begin again under the 
new program Jan. 1. 

“The GED was in danger¬ 
ous position of no longer 
being a reflection of what 
high schools were gradu¬ 
ating," said Randy Trask, 
president and CEO of GED 
Testing Service, which pre¬ 
viously was solely operated 
by the nonprofit American 
Council on Education. 

He said the computerized 
version, which students 
are passing at higher rates 
than the paper version in 
pilot sites, will be cheaper 
to administer because 
states will no longer have 
to pick up the tab for things 
like grading the exam. For 
test-takers who fail a sec¬ 
tion, the computerized ver¬ 
sion provides details about 
what skills they need to 
work on before retaking 
the exam. 

“I personally went into it a 
little bit naively," said Trask 
of the new version. “I don’t 
know why I expected a 
marching band, but I did 
because I’m convinced 
that what we are doing is 
the right thing for the adults 
in this country.” 


Competitors responded 
with a paper version and 
a cheaper base price, al¬ 
though GED Testing Ser¬ 
vice said its price includes 
services the other two test 
makers don't. 

The alternative exams’ 
makers also said they will 
work with states to find 
ways to combine scores 
from the GED with their 
new exams so students 
who have passed some 
sections of the current GED 
won’t be forced to start 
from scratch. GED Testing 
Service said that would 
undermine the validity of 
a state's equivalency cre¬ 
dential or diploma. 

Trask also said he feared 
the competing exams 
would be confusing for col¬ 
leges and employers. But 
states considering switch¬ 
ing say they’ll put more 
emphasis on the equiva¬ 
lency credential or diplo¬ 
ma they issue rather than 
the test taken to earn it. 

Art Ellison, who leads the 
Bureau of Adult Education 
in New Hampshire, called 
the sudden choice in the 
exams “the new reality of 
adult education.” His state 
and Montana are switch¬ 
ing to HiSET, a $50 test that 
the Educational Testing 
Service, or ETS, is offering. 
Both states said cost influ¬ 


enced their decision, with 
Montana’s Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Denise 
Juneau proclaiming in a 
news release that residents 
“looking to improve their 
economic situation by ob¬ 
taining a high school equiv¬ 
alency diploma should not 
have to overcome a signifi¬ 
cant financial barrier in or¬ 
der to achieve that goal." 
Ellison also noted that a pa¬ 
per option was important 
because many students 
in adult education classes 
lack the skills needed to 
take a computer-based 
test and that it will take 
time to beef up the cours¬ 
es to add that training. 
Meanwhile, New York 
chose California-based 
CTB/McGraw-Hill’s new 
Test Assessing Secondary 
Completion, or TASC. De¬ 
velopers said it will range in 
price from $50 to $60. 
Regents Chancellor Merryl 
Tisch said in a news release 
that without the change. 
New York would have had 
to pay the GED test maker 
twice as much or limit the 
number of test takers be¬ 
cause state law bars resi¬ 
dents from being charged 
to take the equivalency 
exam. 

“We can’t let price deny 
anyone the opportunity for 
success.” □ 
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Close vote seen on background checks on gun buyers 



Eds: Adds AAanchin comment on gun rights group backing the amendment; adds background; 
adds photo, video, audio iinks. Interactive: http://hosted.ap.org/interactives/2012/gun-control. 
AP Video. With AP Photos. For global distribution. 


DINA CAPPIELLO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

bipartisan propasal to ex¬ 
pand background checks 
tor gun buyers toced an 
uncertain fate in the Sen¬ 
ate with its sponsors say¬ 
ing Sunday that a vote ex¬ 
pected this week was too 
close to call even as family 
members of the Connecti¬ 
cut school shooting victims 
pleaded for its passage. 
The measure requires 
background checks for 
people buying guns at gun 
shows and online. Back¬ 
ground checks currently 
apply only to transactions 
handled by the country’s 
55,000 licensed gun deal¬ 
ers. Private transactions, 
such as a sale of a gun 
between family members, 
would still be exempt. 

The measure, proposed by 
Republican Sen. PatToom- 
ey and Democratic Sen. 
Joe Mancin, requires back¬ 
ground checks for people 
buying guns at gun shows 
and online. 

Background checks cur¬ 
rently apply only to trans¬ 
actions handled by the 
country's 55,000 licensed 
gun dealers. Private trans¬ 
actions, such as a sale of a 
gun between family mem¬ 
bers, would still be exempt. 


It will take 60 votes to pass 
because some Republi¬ 
cans hove pledged to use 
Senate procedural maneu¬ 
vers to block a final vote. 
That means more Repub¬ 
licans will have to come 
on board because sev¬ 
eral Democrats from gun- 
friendly states are expect¬ 
ed to oppose the measure. 
“It's an open question as 
to whether or not we have 
the votes. I think it’s going 
to be close," Toomey said. 
Even if the Senate ap¬ 
proves the measure, it still 


faces an uphill climb in 
the Republican-controlled 
House of Representatives 
where Speaker John Boeh- 
ner has the power to de¬ 
cide whether to allow a 
vote on the bill.I Monchin 
urged lawmakers to read 
the 49-page proposal. He 
said it should dispel any 
misconceptions about in¬ 
fringing on the 2nd Amend¬ 
ment of the U.S. Constitu¬ 
tion which guarantees the 
right to bear arms. 

“You con imagine for 
what, the lost two or three 


months, that oil you heard 
is they're going to take this 
away from you and that 
away,” and all of the gun 
groups are trying to outdo 
each other, Monchin said 
Sunday on Fox News Chan¬ 
nel. But Monchin said Alan 
Gottlieb, the chairman of 
the Citizens Committee for 
the Right to Keep and Bear 
Arms, has decided to bock 
the proposal otter reading 
it. Gottlieb decided the bill 
“protects law-abiding gun 
owners like myself. 

And they are supporting it 
now. That is huge,” Mon- 
chin said. Gottlieb did not 
respond to a request Sun¬ 
day to provide more de¬ 
tails of the position token 
by his group. The senators’ 
agreement actually in¬ 
cludes language expand¬ 
ing firearms rights by easing 
some restrictions on trans¬ 
porting guns across state 
lines, protecting sellers from 
lawsuits if buyers passed o 
check but later used o gun 
in a crime and letting gun 
dealers conduct business 
in states where they don’t 
live. 

Monchin acknowledged 
the vote would be tight. 
Asked how many votes 
he thought he had now, 
Monchin said, “Well, we’re 
close. We need more.” 


The Dec. 14 shootings of 
20 children and six adults 
at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Con¬ 
necticut, has spurred an 
effort to pass gun control 
legislation. 

Some of the Sandy Hook 
families, with President 
Barack Obama’s blessing, 
hove launched o stepped- 
up effort to lobby lawmak¬ 
ers personally and push o 
gun control bill through o 
bitterly divided Congress. 
The mother of o 6-year-old 
boy killed at Sandy Hook 
filled in for Obama to de¬ 
liver the weekly radio and 
Internet address to moke 
o personal plea from the 
White House for action to 
combat gun violence. 
“Thousands of other fami¬ 
lies across the United 
States ore also drowning 
in our grief,” said Froncine 
Wheeler, choking bock 
tears in the address broad¬ 
cast Saturday. “Please 
help us do something be¬ 
fore our tragedy becomes 
your tragedy.” 

But so for Maine Sen. Susan 
Collins and Illinois Sen. Mark 
Kirk ore the only two Re¬ 
publicans besides Toomey 
who ore expected to vote 
for the compromise. The 
plan would “strengthen the 
background check system 
without in any way infring¬ 
ing on Second Amend¬ 
ment rights,” Collins said in 
o statement explaining her 
support for the measure. 
But she added that “it is 
impossible to predict at this 
point” what will be in o final 
bill. 

Arizona Sen. John McCain 
said he was “very favor¬ 
ably disposed” to the pro¬ 
posal put forth by Toomey 
and Mancin, who both 
have received high ratings 
from the Notional Rifle As¬ 
sociation, the influential 
gun rights lobbying group. 
“I appreciate their work,” 
McCain said, referring to 
the two senators. “And the 
American people wont to 
do what we can to pre¬ 
vent these tragedies.Q 
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1 dead, 1 missing in avalanches east of Seattle 


All that new snow was 
weakly attached to the old 
snow crust, making it more 
unstable, Kramer said. 
Avalanches during the 
spring are not a rare occur¬ 
rence, he said, noting that 
there’s a secondary peak 
ot incidents during this time 
because the Northwest still 
sees winter-type storms that 
brings lots of snow. When 
that snow falls in the spring, 
it often warms up quickly. 


creating unstable condi¬ 
tions, he said. 

Won Shin, 56, of Mukilteo, 
Washington state, was 
among the group of 12 
snowshoers who were on 
Red Mountain at the time 
of the avalanche. 

He told The Seattle Times 
that when the avalanche 
hit, “the only thing I thought 
about was just, ‘Get out of 
here.’ I’ve never felt any¬ 
thing like that.’’a 



This photo token Saturday, April 13, 2013 shows Won Shin, 56 , of Mukiiteo, Wash, who was among 
the four who made it off the mountain first. Shin, was among the group of 12 snowshoers who were 
on Red Mountain at the time of the avalanche. 

Associated Press 


SNOQUALMIE PASS, Wash¬ 
ington (AP) — A female 
snowshoer died hours af¬ 
ter she was dug out of an 
avalanche by fellow hikers, 
and a man remained miss¬ 
ing Sunday, one day after 
a pair of spring avalanch¬ 
es struck separate groups 
hiking in the Cascade 
Mountains east of Seattle, 
authorities in Washington 
state said. 

Sgt. Katie Larson, with the 
King County Sheriff’s Office, 
said a team of rescuers 
worked through the night 
in blizzard-like conditions 
to carry the female snow¬ 
shoer off the mountain just 
after midnight. 

Medics confirmed that the 
woman had died when 
they reached the base of 
the mountain, Larson said. 
“The conditions yesterday 
were harrific," Larsan said 
Sunday. “It taok 25 rescuers 
abcut five tc six hours” to 
bring her off the mountain 
in a sled. 

The woman, whose identity 
was not known, had been 
hiking with her dog near 
a group of a dozen other 


people Saturday afternoon 
when an avalanche hit Red 
Mountain near Snaqualmie 
Pass. 

She was buried in five feet 
(1.5 meters) of snow but 
was dug out with the help 
of a group of a dozen snow¬ 
shoers, who had also been 
caught in the avalanche. 
Members of the group told 
authorities that it took them 
45 minutes to find the wom¬ 
an. “They did their best ta 
try ta warm her up,” Larson 
said. 

This is the first avalanche fa¬ 
tality reported in Washing¬ 
ton state for the 2012-2013 
season, according to the 
Northwest Weather and 
Avalanche Center in Se¬ 
attle. Nationwide, 1 6 others 
have died avalanches this 
season, according to the 
Colorado Avalanche Infor- 
maticn Center. 

Meanwhile, the search for 
a 60-year-old hiker who was 
swept down the mountain 
in a separate avalanche at 
Granite Mountain Saturday 
was suspended indefinitely 
due to the poor weather 
conditions. 


“There was a heavy snow 
dump last night, and con¬ 
ditions are still very hazard- 
aus,” Larson said. 

The man, from Kent, Wash¬ 
ington state, was with two 
other friends when the ava¬ 
lanche carried them more 
than 1,200 feet (365 me¬ 
ters) down the mountain. 
The two friends emerged 
from the snow, but their 
friend did not. The two sur¬ 
vivors suffered injuries that 
were described as not life- 
threatening. One of them 
was taken to a hospital far 
treatment, but Larson did 
not know his condition. 

The avalanches occurred 
as heavy snow fell near 
Snoqualmie Pass. 

Kenny Kramer, director of 
the Northwest Weather 
and Avalanche Center, 
said between 20 and 30 
inches (50 and 75 centime¬ 
ters) at sncw fell over the 
weekend and the center 
warned at dangerous ava¬ 
lanche conditions. 

“We had a considerable 
danger,” the meteorologist 
said Sunday. “We were ex¬ 
pecting a lot of snow.” 
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CHP: Bus at ‘unsafe’ speed before Yosemite wreck 
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A fatality is rolled away as emergency responders works the scene of bush crash on the George 
Bush Turnpike Thursday, April 11, 2013, in Irving, Texas. The chartered bus overturned on the busy 
highway near Daiias on killing at least two people and injuring severoi others. 

Associated Press 


JOHN S. MARSHALL 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
A tour bus carrying visitors 
from Yosemite National 
Park was traveling at an un¬ 
safe speed when the driver 
lost control and crashed 
on a mountain road, leav¬ 
ing 16 people injured, the 
California Highway Patrol 
said Sunday. 

The bus, operated by a 
company that specializes 
in providing tours to the 
Chinese-American com¬ 
munity, was about six miles 
(10 kilometers) outside of 
the south entrance of the 
park when it went off High¬ 
way 41, a winding moun¬ 
tain road, when it crashed 
about 6 p.m. Saturday. It 
came to a stop when it hit 
a tree, CHP Officer Scott 
Jobinger said. 

Fifteen passengers and a 
tour guide suffered minor 
to moderate injuries. 

“At this point the cause 
was the bus was traveling 
at unsafe speed,” Jobinger 


said. He said the accident 
remained under investiga¬ 
tion to determine if other 
factors played a role. 

CHP Sgt. Edward Greene 
told the Fresno Bee that 
the impact of the crash 
caused several passengers 
to be thrown to the driver's 
side of the bus, with the 


bus stopping when it hit the 
tree. 

“If the tree wasn’t there to 
stop the bus, it would have 
continued down the ra¬ 
vine,” Greene said. 

The 15 injured passengers, 
described as mostly elder¬ 
ly, and a tour guide were 
taken to local hospitals for 


treatment. 

Four of the injured were 
treated at Gommunity Re¬ 
gional Medical Genter, 
and four were treated at 
Clovis Community Medical 
Center, said Jennifer Avila- 
Allen, a spokeswoman for 
the hospitals. All but one at 
Community Regional had 


been released, she said. 
The conditions of the oth¬ 
ers, taken to a different 
hospital, were not known. It 
was not known if all of the 
injured were hurt seriously 
enough to be admitted for 
treatment, Jobinger said. 
The bus was towed to an 
impound yard where it will 
be inspected to see if any 
mechanical problems may 
have contributed to the 
crash. 

The bus driver was the only 
person on the bus who was 
not hurt. He has not been 
arrested, and alcohol is not 
believed to be a factor in 
the crash. 

Investigators have not de¬ 
termined the exact speed 
of the bus at the time it 
went off the roadway, but 
the scenic highway has 
sharp curves where the 
speed limits drop to 35 mph 
(56 kph), Jobinger said. 

The bus is operated by 
Seven Happiness Tour & 
Charter, a Burlingame, 
California-based compa¬ 
ny, said Charles Wu, who 
works at the company and 
answered the phone at its 
headquarters Sunday. He 
said the owner would not 
be available to comment 
until Monday. 

“Most of them (passengers) 
were Chinese people from 
the Bay Area,” Wu said. 

Wu said he had not talked 
to the bus driver since the 
crash and had few details 
about the incident, but 
said the driver had worked 
for the company for about 
six years. 

The driver could not be 
reached for comment. 

The tour bus company, 
which operates six mo¬ 
tor coaches and six mini¬ 
buses or vans, has not 
had any crashes in the 
last 24 months, according 
to records with the Fed¬ 
eral Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration. □ 


CHP: Bus at ‘unsafe’ speed before Yosemite wreck 


JOHN S. MARSHALL 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 
tour bus carrying visitors 
from Yosemite National 
Park was traveling at an 
unsafe speed when the 
driver lost control and 
crashed on a mountain 
road, leaving 16 people 
injured, the California 
Highway Patrol said Sun¬ 
day. 

The bus, operated by a 
company that special¬ 
izes in providing tours to 
the Chinese-American 
community, was about six 
miles (10 kilometers) out¬ 
side of the south entrance 
of the park when it went 
off Highway 41, a winding 
mountain road, when it 
crashed about 6 p.m. Sat¬ 


urday. It came to a stop 
when it hit a tree, CHP Of¬ 
ficer Scott Jobinger said. 
Fifteen passengers and a 
tour guide suffered minor 
to moderate injuries. 

“At this point the cause 
was the bus was traveling 
at unsafe speed,” Jobin¬ 
ger said. He said the ac¬ 
cident remained under 
investigation to determine 
if other factors played a 
role. 

CHP Sgt. Edward Greene 
told the Fresno Bee that 
the impact of the crash 
caused several passen¬ 
gers to be thrown to the 
driver's side of the bus, 
with the bus stopping 
when it hit the tree. 

“If the tree wasn’t there 
to stop the bus, it would 


have continued down the 
ravine,” Greene said. 

The 15 injured passengers, 
described as mostly elder¬ 
ly, and a tour guide were 
taken to local hospitals for 
treatment. 

Four of the injured were 
treated at Community 
Regional Medical Center, 
and four were treated at 
Clovis Community Medi¬ 
cal Center, said Jennifer 
Avila-Allen, a spokes¬ 
woman for the hospitals. 
All but one at Community 
Regional had been re¬ 
leased, she said. 

The conditions of the oth¬ 
ers, taken to a different 
hospital, were not known. 
It was not known if all of 
the injured were hurt seri¬ 
ously enough to be admit¬ 


ted for treatment, Jobin¬ 
ger said. 

The bus was towed to an 
impound yard where it 
will be inspected to see if 
any mechanical problems 
may have contributed to 
the crash. 

The bus driver was the only 
person on the bus who 
was not hurt. He has not 
been arrested, and alco¬ 
hol is not believed to be a 
factor in the crash. 
Investigators have not de¬ 
termined the exact speed 
of the bus at the time it 
went off the roadway, 
but the scenic highway 
has sharp curves where 
the speed limits drop to 
35 mph (56 kph), Jobinger 
said.Q 
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Venezuela 


Continued from front 

Maduro, 50, was favored 
to win, and two hours after 
polls closed his campaign 
manager, Jorge Rodriguez, 
used a news conference to 
summon supporters to the 
presidential palace from 
which Maduro has gov¬ 
erned since being sworn in 
os acting president upon 
Chavez’s death. 

Capriles urged support¬ 
ers in o Tweet not to be 
“desperate and defeat¬ 
ed,” saying results were still 
coming in from across Ven¬ 
ezuela. 

Moduro’s big lead in opin¬ 
ion polls was cut in holt over 
the post two weeks in o 
country struggling with the 
legacy of Chavez's man¬ 
agement of the world’s 
largest oil reserves. 

Millions of Venezuelans 
were lifted out of poverty 
under Chavez, but many 
also believe his govern¬ 
ment not only squandered, 
but plundered, much of 
the $1 trillion in oil revenues 
during his tenure. 
Venezuelans ore afflicted 
by chronic power outages, 
crumbling infrastructure, 
unfinished public works 
projects, double-digit infla¬ 
tion, food and medicine 
shortages, and rampant 
crime. Venezuela has one 
of the world’s highest ho¬ 
micide and kidnapping 
rotes. 

“We can’t continue to 
believe in messiohs,” said 
Jose Romero, o 48-year- 
old industrial engineer who 


voted for Capriles in the 
central city of Valencia. 
“This country has learned 
o lot and today we know 
that one person can’t fix 
everything.” 

Voting lines seemed con¬ 
siderably lighter than in 
the October election that 
Chavez won, when more 
than 80 percent of the 
electorate turned out, al¬ 
though government offi¬ 
cials said it was due to the 
improved efficiency of the 
system. After polls closed 
there were moments of 
tension of some voting 
centers. At Andres Bello 
high school in central Ca¬ 
racas o bond of about 100 
Chovistos on motorcycles, 
many with faces covered 
with bandanas, harassed 
opposition activists who 
wanted to witness the vote 
count to ensure there was 
no fraud. 

Some of the Chovistos tried 
to steal phones and cam¬ 
eras from people record¬ 
ing video of the event. The 
digital audio recorder of 
on Associated Press report¬ 
er was grabbed out of her 
hand. 

Motorcycle-riding Chovis- 
tos have on several occa¬ 
sions during the campaign 
beaten Capriles support¬ 
ers in the capital, though 
none apparently seriously 
enough to require hospital¬ 
ization. 

In the Chovisto stronghold 
of Petore outside Cara¬ 
cas, the Maduro vote was 
strong. Mario Velasquez, 
48, who works in o govern¬ 
ment soup kitchen that 
feeds 200 people, said she 
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was voting for Chavez’s 
man “because that is what 
my comondonte ordered.” 
Reynaldo Romos, o 
60-year-old construction 
worker, said he “voted 
for Chavez” before cor¬ 
recting himself and saying 
he chose Maduro. But he 
could not seem to get his 
beloved leader out of his 
mind. 

“We must always vote for 
Chavez because he al¬ 
ways does what’s best 
for the people and we’re 
going to continue on this 
path,” Romos said. He 
said the government hod 
helped him get work on 
the subway system and 
helps pay his grandchil¬ 
dren’s school costs. 

The governing United So¬ 
cialist Party of Venezu¬ 
ela deployed o well-worn 
get-out-the-vote machine 
spearheaded by loyal 
state employees.Q 



Venezuela’s interim President Nicolas Maduro greets support¬ 
ers as he leaves a polling station after voting in the presidential 
election in Caracas, Venezuela, Sunday, April 14, 2013. 

Associated Press 





Aruba’s First 
Coinless Laundry 

• Self & Drop off services 

(wash, Dry & fold available) 

• No need to worry about coins, all 
you need is the Laundry Card! 

• The Money Card is reusable 

• Laundry detergents available 


^ Do your Laundry while watching Tv or Surf the Internet 

'A' Only 5 minutes walking from the High Rise Hotels (next door to Wendy’s) 


GfliiiBi8iHI[SBBiM8nfliiBKh6iMr6i5HhGlDfiilL8ndifH6ndl M 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK, INCLUDING HOLIDAY! 

Monday - Sunday from 8:00 am 9:00 pm NON-STOP 






































MONDAY 15 APRIL 


IflWORLD NEWS 


m 



m 


OiMi 


"fwtheufthnate... SmsetVmnere!^)enefice 


^ Present this ad £ enjoy a FREE CEVICHE 
per enupe with your J course mealp 

The best of Palm Beach, located on the Caribbean Ocean 
amid turquelse waters and fresh sunny breexes. The menu 
offers an litlilrvESive EarectiOil of firesh Spafood. 
InternatioriH! dishes, a relBxing atmosphere, exclusive 
sealing for dinner and Ihe option white lo feed the fish, 

iflcaM tehiHi leldbvlai am Rm mil laHit • vpiuRrilcH-inAanii 


for rosorvation call: 


Spanish anti-monarchy rally attracts thousands 



Protestors shout slogans and carry republican and communist flags during a protest against 
monarchy in Madrid, Spain, Sunday, April 14, 2013. Thousands of people were protesting the 
Spanish monarchy and demanding the return of a democratically-elected head of state, another 
blow for embattled King Juan Carlos. 

Associated Press 


HAROLD HECKLE 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — Thousands 
of people demonstrated 
against the Spanish mon¬ 
archy Sunday, demand¬ 
ing the return of a demo¬ 
cratically elected head of 
state, another blow for em¬ 
battled King Juan Carlos. 
The marchers thronged 
Puerto del Sol, a central 
square in the capital, on 
the 82nd anniversary of the 
establishment of Spain’s 
last democratically-elect¬ 
ed republic, which was 
overthrown by on army up¬ 
rising that led to a civil war 
and the 36-year military 
dictatorship of Gen. Fran¬ 
cisco Franco. 

Franco appointed then 
Prince Juan Carlos as his 
successor as head of state, 
a job the royal took over 
as king upon the dictator’s 
death in 1975. 

The monarchy’s popular¬ 
ity has slumped in recent 
months, with the 75-year- 
old king being criticized for 
going on a luxurious safari 
during Spain’s financial cri¬ 
sis and a corruption scan¬ 
dal with links to royal family 
members. 

“This monarchy was im¬ 
posed on us by the dic¬ 
tatorship, therefore we 
consider it to be illegal,” 
45-year-old teacher Ma¬ 
ria Ayuso said. “Also, we 
consider it anachronistic to 
have a non-elected head 
of state; it’s not democrat¬ 
ic.” 

For decades, the king was 
largely admired for hav¬ 
ing shepherded Spain from 
dictatorship to a modern 
democracy, with many cit¬ 
ing his role in adroitly get¬ 
ting the participants in on 
attempted military coup 
in February 1981 to stand 
down peacefully as a high¬ 
light in his career. 

But things began to go 
awry when he broke his 


hip while on a previously 
unannounced elephant 
hunting trip in Botswana 
even though it was widely 
known he was president of 


the Spanish branch of the 
World Wildlife Fund. The 
king had to be flown back 
to Spain aboard a private 
jet for hospital treatment. 


In an unprecedented act 
of royal contrition, Juan 
Carlos apologized, say¬ 
ing as he left the hospital: 
“I am very sorry. I made a 


mistake. It won’t happen 
again.” 

Matters got worse when 
the king’s daughter, Frin- 
cess Cristina, was named 
as an official suspect in an 
alleged plot to embezzle 
public money. 

The investigation centers 
on whether the 47-year-old 
princess’ husband, Inoki Ur- 
dangarin, and his former 
business partner took ad¬ 
vantage with her knowl¬ 
edge of their royal con¬ 
nections to funnel about 5 
million euros ($6.4 million) in 
public funds, using compa¬ 
nies and an allegedly non¬ 
profit institute they ran. 
Neither Cristina nor Urdan- 
garin have been charged, 
but both have been called 
to testify before an inves¬ 
tigating magistrate. Ur- 
dangarin has appeared 
in court twice and the 
princess has been subpoe¬ 
naed to attend, pending 
an appeal. 

Cristina’s court summons is 
a first for a member of the 
king’s immediate family.Q 


Saudi prince backs letting women drive 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Saudi billionaire 
Frince Alwaleed bin Talal has indicated support 
of allowing women there to drive. 

He says that would help the kingdom’s cam¬ 
paign to cut down on the number of foreign 
workers. 

Saudi Arabia follows an ultraconservative inter¬ 
pretation of Islam and bans women from driving. 
“The question of allowing women to drive in Sau¬ 
di Arabia will save more than 500,000 jobs in ad¬ 
dition to the social and economic benefits,” the 
prince wrote Sunday on his Twitter account. 
Thousands of foreign workers hove been fired 
from their jobs and then deported, part of o 
government campaign against foreigners who 
illegally reside and work in the kingdom. 

Last week King Abdullah gave workers three 
months to try to legalize their presence. There 
are more than 8 million foreign workers in Saudi 
Arabia. □ 



In this Tuesday, Sept. 4, 2007 file photo, Saudi Prince Alwaleed bin Talal, 
foreground, delivers a speech as his wife. Princess Amira, looks on, offer 
he received the medol of Great Patron of the French Culture Ministry 
during o ceremony of the Louvre museum in Paris, France. 

Associated Press. 
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Investigators probe jet’s 
crash into sea in Baii 


FIRDIA LISNAWATI 
NINIEK KARMINI 
Associated Press 
BALI, Indonesia (AP) — In¬ 
vestigators were working 
to determine what caused 
o new Lion Air passenger 
jet to miss the runway and 
crash into the sea ott the 
Indonesian resort island of 
Bali, in the expanding bud¬ 
get airline's seventh acci¬ 
dent in 11 years. 

All 108 people on board 
survived Saturday's crash, 
which has renewed ques¬ 
tions about how safe it is to 
fly in Indonesia. 

The country has struggled 
to clean up its poor air 
satety record while improv¬ 
ing oversight. 

The U.S. National Transpor¬ 
tation Safety Board said 
Sunday it was sending o 
team to assist Indonesia's 
investigation because 
the Boeing 737-800 that 
crashed was designed 
and made in the U.S. The 
team will include advisers 
from the Federal Aviation 
Administration and Boeing. 
The flight data recorder has 
been removed from the 
plane and aviation author¬ 
ities were planning to tow 
the aircraft to a beach, 
said Transportation Minis¬ 
try spokesman Bombang 
Ervan. The plane snapped 
in halt as it crashed and 
came to rest in shallow wa¬ 
ter near the airport, where 
divers are searching tor the 
cockpit voice recorder lo¬ 
cated in the tail. 

Wind shear is one of the 
possible causes being 
considered in the investi¬ 
gation by Indonesia's Na¬ 
tional Transportation Safety 
Committee. 

The weather was rainy with 
clouds at the time ot the 
crash. Lion Air spokesman 
Edward Sirait said. The pi¬ 


lot and co-pilot have been 
grounded for health tests 
and to answer questions 
for investigators. 

Some survivors swam from 
the wreckage, while oth¬ 
ers were plucked trom the 
water by rescuers in rubber 
boats. Dozens suffered in¬ 
juries, but most had been 
released from hospitals by 
Sunday. 

“I couldn’t wait to land in 
Bali when the cabin sud¬ 
denly turned dark. 

I heard a sound like an 
explosion and water was 
coming in,” recalled Irawa- 
ti, a 60-year-old woman 
who uses one name, like 
many Indonesians. 

“I heard people shout¬ 
ing frantically: ‘The plane 
crashed! Get out! Get out!' 

I did not even have the en¬ 
ergy to move my body,” 
she said. “I was so weak 
and frightened, and I was 
asking a flight attendant 
tor help betore I passed 
out." 

Irawati told The Associated 
Press from her hospital bed 
that when she regained 
consciousness, the pilot 
and co-pilot were putting 
a life jacket on her and 
helping her down a rub¬ 
ber ladder. She was then 
pulled onto a surfboard by 
rescuers. 

She suffered neck injuries. 
Another survivor, Andi Pra- 
setyo, said there was no 
warning of any problem. 
“The cabin crew had al¬ 
ready announced that we 
would be landing shortly, 
and I was so excited when 
I saw the ocean getting 
closer, but suddenly ... it 
fell,” he said. “I can’t be¬ 
lieve that the plane ac¬ 
tually landed on the sea, 
and everything changed 
to dark. It was full of horrific 
screaming. □ 



This photo released by Indonesia’s National Rescue Team shows rescuers at the crash site of a Lion 
Air plane in Ball Indonesia on Saturday, April 13, 2013. 

Associated Press 
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London School of Economics denounces BBC tactics 



London School of Economics (LSE) in this file photo dated Sept. 3, 


Associated Press 


GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — One of 

Britain's leading academ¬ 
ic institutions, the London 
School of Economics, is ac¬ 
cusing the BBC of putting 
students at risk by using 
them as cover for a covert 
reporting trip to North Ko¬ 
rea. 

The school says BBC’s de¬ 
cision to send three TV 
journalists to the secretive 
communist state in March 
to shoot a documentary 
without governmental 
permission to work there 
by posing as members of 
a student trip could have 
caused grave trouble for 
the pupils, if the deception 
had been uncovered by 
North Korean authorities. 
The squabble between 
two powerful British insti¬ 
tutions comes at o time 
of uncertainty caused by 
North Korea’s bellicose 
threats to launch o new 
medium-range missile at its 
enemies. 

It brought more unwel¬ 
come attention to the BBC, 
which has faced sustained 
criticism for its handling of 
on investigation into al¬ 
leged child sex abuse 
committed by the late Jim¬ 
my Sovile, long o top BBC 
talk show host. 

The “Panorama" docu¬ 
mentary on North Korea 
based on the eight-day 
trip in March is set to air 
Monday night. 

The BBC has thus for re¬ 
fused the university’s plea 
to keep it off the air to pro¬ 
tect the students from pos¬ 
sible retribution if their iden¬ 
tities ore revealed on the 


The name plaque outside the 
2009, in central London. 

show. The broadcaster sold 
three students who hove 
asked to be removed from 
the show will have their im¬ 
ages blurred so they can¬ 
not be identified. 

The trip was not organized 
by LSE but by o students’ 
society known os the Grim- 
show Club. University offi¬ 
cials sold they did not know 
about the BBC arrange¬ 
ment and would not hove 
approved it if they hod 
known about BBC’s plans. 
The BBC’s John Sweeney, 
who LSE officials say posed 
as o post-graduate LSE stu¬ 
dent, said Sunday it was 
“entirely wrong” for the uni¬ 
versity to try to prevent the 
broadcast. He sold oil of 
the students hod been told 
about the potential risk and 
hod agreed to allow the 
journalists to join the trip, 
adding that oil were over 
18 years of age and ca¬ 
pable of making their own 
decisions. 


A BBC story about the trip 
that the network filed on¬ 
line Sunday said Sweeney 
and o two-person crew 
that included his wife spent 
“eight days undercover" in 
North Korea. 

LSE student union general 
secretary Alex Peters-Doy 
said Sunday that the stu¬ 
dents were lied to and that 
at least one of the students 
on the eight-day trip was 
not told in advance of the 
journalists’ participation. 
“This is a student welfare is¬ 
sue,” she told a BBC inter¬ 
viewer. “We don’t know 
what could hove hap¬ 
pened to those students 
and, truthfully, neither does 
the BBC. It’s absolutely dis¬ 
graceful that he (Sweeney) 
put students in that position. 
It's incredibly reckless.” 

She sold Sweeney was be¬ 
ing "disingenuous" by cit¬ 
ing tree-speech concerns 
as justification for putting 
students in danger. 


LSE blamed BBC for not 
being forthcoming about 
its reporting plans in North 
Korea. In the past, journal¬ 
ists hove at times been de¬ 
tained for working without 
authorization in North Ko¬ 
rea, where foreign report¬ 
ing crews usually have to 
operate under strict gov¬ 
ernmental supervision. 

In on email sent to staff 
and students, the univer¬ 
sity complains that the BBC 
program was produced 
“using os cover o visit to 
North Korean which took 
place from 23-30 March in 
the name of the Grimshow 
Club, o student society at 
LSE.” 

BBC News Head of News 
Programs Ceri Thomas said 
on o BBC News program 
Sunday that the students 
were given the information 
needed to give informed 
consent to the increased 
risk of traveling with journal¬ 
ists who did not have au¬ 


thorization to work in North 
Korea. He said, however, 
that the students were told 
roughly o month before 
the trip that there would be 
“o journalist” traveling with 
them but were later told, 
once they were en route 
to North Korea, that there 
would be three journalists 
who would be conducting 
undercover filming for TV. 
Thomas said the students 
may have been under 
the impression that o print 
journalist, not o three-per¬ 
son TV crew, was going to 
be involved. He said BBC 
would air the documen¬ 
tary despite LSE’s concerns 
because of high public in¬ 
terest in the show. 

“It is disappointing for us 
that LSE has chosen to 
make this public,” he said. 
“We would hove kept 
them out of this altogether. 
They could hove avoided 
the publicity, and we think 
that would hove lowered 
the reputational risk." 

He said BBC executives felt 
that if the deception was 
discovered the students 
likely would have been de¬ 
ported, but he admitted 
he could not “categorical¬ 
ly” rule out the possibility 
that their lives might hove 
been at risk. 

BBC press officials sold 
senior executives would 
not discuss the matter but 
might issue further state¬ 
ments. The BBC’s action 
sparked concerns that the 
use of o British academic 
research trip os o cover for 
a clandestine TV reporting 
venture might undermine 
the ability of researchers to 
operate overseas.^ 
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Lawsuit seeks evacuation of Fukushima children 


YURI KAGEYAMA 
AP Business Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Their de¬ 
mand: The right to live free 
of radiation. The plaintiffs 
who started the legal bat¬ 
tle: 14 children. 

A Japanese appeals court 
is expected to rule soon on 
this unusual lawsuit, filed on 
behalf of the children by 
their parents and anti-nu¬ 
clear activists in June 2011 
in a district court in Fukushi¬ 
ma city, about 60 kilome¬ 
ters (40 miles) west of the 
crippled nuclear plant that 
spewed radiation when a 
massive earthquake and 
tsunami hit it more than 
two years ago. 

The lawsuit argues that Ko- 
riyoma, a city of 330,000, 
should evacuate its chil¬ 
dren to an area where ra¬ 
diation levels are no higher 
than natural background 
levels in the rest of Japan, 
or about 1 millisievert an¬ 
nual exposure. 

In a culture that frowns 
upon challenging the au¬ 
thorities, the lawsuit high¬ 
lights the rift in public opin¬ 
ion created by the baffling 
range in experts' views on 
the health impact at low 
dose radiation. Although 
some experts say there is 
na need far children tc be 
evacuated, parents are 
worried about the long¬ 
term impact on their chil¬ 
dren, who are more vul¬ 
nerable to radiation than 
adults. 

Consuming contaminated 
faad and water are addi- 
tianal risks. 

After the Fukushima ac¬ 
cident, the world’s worst 
since Chernobyl, Japan set 
an annual exposure limit 
of 20 millisieverts for de¬ 
termining whether people 
can live in an area or not. 
The average radiation for 
Koriyama is far below this 
cutoff point, but some “hot 
spots” around the city are 
above that level. 

“This is the level at which 
there are no major effects 
on health and peaple 
can live there,” said Keita 
Kawamori, an official with 
the Japanese Cabinet Of¬ 
fice. “Academic experts 
decided this was the safe 
level.” 

A prominent medical doc¬ 
tor in charge of health 
safety in Fukushima has re¬ 


peatedly urged calm, not¬ 
ing damage is measurable 
aniy at annual exposure 
of 100 millisieverts, or 100 
times the normal level, and 
higher. 

A lower court rejected 
the lawsuit's demands in 
a December 2011 deci¬ 
sion, saying radiation had 
not reached the 100-mil- 
lisievert cutcff. The Interna¬ 
tional Commissian an Ra- 
dialogical Protection, the 
academic organizaticn an 
health and radiation, says 
risks decline with a drop 
exposure, but does not be¬ 
lieve there is a cutoff below 
which there is no risk. 

An appeal filed is still be¬ 
fore Sendai High Court in 
nearby Miyagi Prefecture 
more than a year later. 
After the 1986 Chernobyl 
disaster, which emitted 
more radiation than the Fu¬ 
kushima Dai-ichi plant, the 
Soviet government made 
it a priority to evacuate 
women and children from 
within a 30-kilometer (20- 
mile) radius of the plant, 
bigger than the 20-kilome- 
ter (12-mile) no-go zone 
around the Fukushima Dai- 
ichi plant. 

The number at children 
behind the original lawsuit 
dwindled to 10 for the ap¬ 
peal, and is now down to 
one as families left the pre¬ 
fecture voluntarily or the 
children grew older. Legal¬ 
ly in Japan, a city has re¬ 
sponsibility for children only 
through junior high, since 
high school is not compul¬ 
sory. 

Toshio Yanagihara, one of 
the lawyers, criticized the 
government as appear¬ 
ing more worried about a 
population exodus than in 
saving the children. 

“I don’t understand why 
an economic power like 
Japan won’t evacuate the 
children — something even 
the fascist government did 
during World War II,” he 
said, referring to the mass 
evacuation of children 
during the 1940s to avoid 
air bombings. “This is child 
abuse.” 

After Chernobyl, thousands 
of children got thyroid can¬ 
cer. Some medical experts 
say leukemia, heart failure 
and other diseases that 
followed may be linked to 
radiation. □ 



In this March 24 , 2011 file photo, a young evacuee is screened at a shelter for leaked radiation 
from the tsunami-ravaged Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant in Fukushima prefecture, Japan. 

Associated Press 
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Israel at 65: Success still plagued by uncertainty 



Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attends the weekly 
cabinet meeting in Jerusaiem, Israei, Sunday Aprii 14, 2013. 

On Sunday Israei marks annuai memoriai day remembering 
victims of conflict, with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
opening the ceremony at Jerusaiem's ammunition hill. 

Associated Press 



In this May 15, 1948 fiie photo, David Ben-Gurion, Israel's New 
Premier, stands with an Israeli officiai who holds the signed doc¬ 
ument which prociaims the Establishment of the Jewish State of 
Israei. 

Associated Press 



Rachel Falah the widow of Abraham Falah, who was killed In the 
1967 Mideast War reads from a holy book as she sits with their 
son next to his grave at the Kiryat Shaul Miiitary Cemetery in Tel 
Aviv, Israel, Sunday, April 14, 2013. 

Associated Press 


ARON HELLER 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — In 65 

years, Israel has surpassed 
the dreams of its founders, 
emerging as the Middle 
East's strongest military 
force, a global high-tech 
powerhouse and a pros¬ 
perous homeland for the 
Jewish people. 

Yet it remains a divided so¬ 
ciety, and its most intracta¬ 
ble problem — peace with 
its Arab neighbors — has 
yet to be resolved. 

On the eve of the 65th an¬ 
niversary of its creation, the 
Jewish renaissance in the 
Holy Land remains a work 
in progress. 

Dominating the short term 
is Iran's nuclear program, 
which Israel believes is 
aimed at developing an 
atomic weapon that could 
be used against the Jewish 
state, despite Iranian de¬ 
nials. Unrest along Israel’s 
borders is equally worri¬ 
some. 

Over the longer term, 
reaching peace with the 
Palestinians remains elu¬ 
sive, with the sides unable 
to agree even on how to 
restart negotiations. Pales¬ 
tinians consider creation 
of Israel a catastrophe that 
caused a stubborn refu¬ 
gee problem. 

The 46-year occupation of 
Palestinian territories also 
ignites domestic and inter¬ 
national tensions. Without 
a partition, Arabs could 
one day outnumber Jews, 
threatening Israel's demo¬ 
cratic nature. 

Israel began observing its 
annual Memorial Day on 
Sunday evening, honoring 
fallen soldiers and victims 
of militant attacks. At 8 
p.m., air raid sirens sound¬ 
ed nationwide to mark a 
minute of silence. A two- 
minute siren was set for 
Monday morning. 

At sundown Monday, the 
country abruptly shifts its 
mood to mark its 65th In¬ 
dependence Day with fire¬ 
works, military processions 
and picnics. The transfor¬ 
mation from grief to joy is 
an annual ritual meant to 
show the link between the 
sacrifices and the accom¬ 
plishments. 

“Today there are also 


those who rise up against 
us and threaten to destroy 
us. They did not succeed in 
the past, and they will nev¬ 
er succeed,” Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu told 
a Memorial Day ceremony 
Sunday. Netanyahu’s old¬ 
er brother, Yonatan, was 
killed in a military operation 
in 1976. 

Israel declared indepen¬ 
dence on May 14, 1948, 
marking the date each 
year on the Hebrew cal¬ 
endar. Since then, it has 
been in a constant state of 
conflict with its neighbors, 
most recently eight days of 
exchanges last November 
with Palestinian militants fir¬ 
ing rockets from fhe Gaza 
Strip. It has signed peace 
treaties with just two Arab 
nations, Egypt and Jordan. 
Yet the country is thriving in 
other ways. It has weath¬ 


ered the global financial 
crisis beffer than most, with 
unemployment below 7 
percent and a growing 



An Israeli soldiers prepares 
to place an Israeli flog with a 
block ribbon and flowers on 
the graves of fallen soldiers at 
the Kiryat Shaul Military Cem¬ 
etery in Tel Aviv, Israel, Sun¬ 
day, April 14, 2013. 

Associated Press 

economy. As a “startup 
nation,” it has pioneered 
breakthroughs, including 
Wi-Fi technology, the com¬ 
puter firewall and instant 
messaging. In the past de¬ 
cade, Israeli scientists have 
won six Nobel prizes in 
chemistry and economics. 
It has absorbed immigrants 
from more than 100 coun¬ 
tries to host the world’s 
largest Jewish population, 
evolving from a largely 
agrarian backwater to 
consistently rank high in 
measures of standard of 
living. Israel has given the 
world international super¬ 
models, and its war history 


has inspired Oscar-nom¬ 
inated films and a TV se¬ 
ries that was adapted into 
“Homeland,” the award¬ 


winning American show. 
“The state of Israel is truly 
a fantastic success story, 
perhaps among the great¬ 
est success stories of the 
20th century,” said Tom 
Segev, an Israeli author 
and historian. “There’s an 
Israeli culture, a renewal of 
fhe Hebrew language. The 
most amazing thing is that 
we now have a third gen¬ 
eration of Israelis for whom 
fhe counfry is a given. ‘Is- 
raeliness’ has become 
something that we take for 
granted.” 

On the other hand, Segev 
noted that the country is 
still grappling with the same 
basic issue that plagued it 
in 1948 — its relations with 
the Palestinians. 

Israel still does not have 
internationally recognized 
borders, and remains in 
control of about 2.5 mil¬ 
lion Arabs living in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem. 
Israel captured the areas, 
along with the Gaza Strip, 
in the 1967 Mideast war, 
withdrawing from Gaza 
in 2005. The Palestinians 
claim all fhree terrifories for 
a future state. 

“We haven’t been able to 
solve this and we may not 
be able to solve it all,” Se¬ 
gev said. “Most Israelis look 
at the Palestinian issue as a 
military problem and not a 
political problem. As long 
as it is quiet and there is no 
terror, we think everything 
is fine.” 

Israelis argue that the Pal¬ 
estinians have rejected 
generous peace offers, a 
claim fhe Palestinians re¬ 
ject, pointing to Israel’s 
construction of Jewish set¬ 
tlements in the West Bank 
and east Jerusalem as a 
sign of bad faith. 

Nahum Barnea, a veteran 
newspaper columnist, said 
that even if Israel can re¬ 
solve its conflict with the 
Palestinians, its place in the 
heart of fhe Muslim world 
will never be certain. 

“The occupation (of the 
West Bank) is an open 
wound. But even if the oc¬ 
cupation were to miracu¬ 
lously end, the country’s 
relations with the rest of the 
world would not suddenly 
be solved,” he said. “Our 
struggle is not behind us.Q 

























Rotaryclub Rijswijk-Ypenburg and FDC with budget 
course for single and young mothers 





ORANJESTAD - Rotary Club 
Rijswijk-Ypenburg with Fun- 
dacion Desaroyo Comuni- 
tario (FDC) held a course 
on budget for single and 
young mothers. 

During the course they 
hove learn how the best 
way to handle their money 
is, and don’t have to make 
unnecessary expends. Not 
only have they taught 
them how to make a list of 
their income or expenses, 
but also how to teach their 
children to save and not to 
buy unnecessary things. 
The organization of Rotary 
Club wanted to help single 
and young mothers to im¬ 
prove themselves. Some 
of the members want Fun- 
dacion Desaroyo Comuni- 
tario to keep growing and 
keep helping others. 

The participants enjoyed 
the course. One of the 
mothers thought that this 
course can help many 
more people in the future. 
Members of the organiza¬ 
tion were interested in all 
the works the FDC does 
and what their goals. They 
thanked the mothers and 
members of FDC who was 
present for their time and 
for the opportunity that 
they received to teach 
others about how to han¬ 
dle their budget better. 
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Aruba Bank opens its Customer Service Center at Super Food Plaza 


Ready to serve the community, every day including Saturday! 






iBSSEBSKt. 




Sip |0@!3f lovely 
Kpisland. She is 
^^tavin g 
1 deliM^ 


The Blue 




INTERNATIONAL CUISINE & LOBSTER HOUSE 

Phone: 586-3843 




ORANJESTAD, Aruba - April 
12th 2013: Aruba Bank an¬ 
nounced the opening of 
its Customer Service Cen¬ 
ter at Super Food Plaza. 
The official opening was 
affected by Marcelline 
Richardson , Aruba Bank 
Managing Director, and 
Jack Bult, representing Su¬ 
per Food. The Aruba Bank 
Customer Service Center 
is designed to offer select 
services and products by 
Aruba Bonk, at flexible 
hours and in total conve¬ 


nience. The services of¬ 
fered at the new Service 
Center include: the open¬ 
ing of bonk accounts, both 
current checking accounts 
and saving accounts, the 
application for a car or a 
personal loans, and digi¬ 
tal transactions via Aruba 
Bank Online (ABO). Patrons 
may also apply for credit 
and debit cards, and the 
ArubaCard. Aruba Bank 
would like to inform its cli¬ 
ents that cash transactions 
will not be handled at the 
new Aruba Bank Custom¬ 
er Service Center. Those 
transactions will however 
be available at any of the 
other Aruba Bank branch¬ 
es. The opening hours for 
the new Aruba Bank 


Customer Service Center 
are the following: From 
Monday to Friday, 9:00am 
to 5:00pm, and on Saturday 
from 9:00am to 1:00pm. For 
cash transactions, patrons 
may stop by any other 
Aruba Bank branch during 
weekday office hours, and 
on Saturdays, the Aruba 
Bank branch in Camacuri, 
is available from 9:00am to 
1:00pm. To celebrate the 
opening, Aruba Bank will 
treat all Customer Service 
Center visitors with special 
care, and they will also re¬ 
ceive a gift. Aruba Bank’s 
service representatives are 
ready to serve clients at 
the Customer Service Cen¬ 
ter at Super Food Plaza, as 
of today. 
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TEAM ARUBA TOPS XPS FIELD, EARNS FIRST EVER #1 

QUALIFYING SPOT 



VALDOSTA, Go. April 13, 
2013: A strong list ot en¬ 
trants pulled into South 
Georgia Motorsports Pork 
for the ADRL Georgia Drags 
VII. Former champions, no¬ 
table top ten competitors 
and rising stars were all 
vying for the number one 
qualifying spot in Extreme 
Pro Stock. 

Team Aruba was among 
these competitors and 
quickly set the pace for 
the weekend. In their first 
run down the track Trevor 
Eman and team took their 
Jerry Haas Mustang, pow¬ 
ered by Jon Kaase Engines, 
to the number one spot 
with a 4.063 at 177.44MPH. 
That number was good 
enough to keep them on 
top throughout all three 
rounds of qualifying. Right¬ 
fully proud of their accom¬ 
plishments, Trevor Eman is 
elated going into Sunday's 
eliminations: 


“This is a huge milestone 
for us,” told the Aruban 
native. “For all the years 
we’ve been racing, to fi¬ 
nally achieve a number 


one is incredible. Hopefully, 
we can carry it through into 
eliminations.” 

At their first event of the 


season, the Aruba.com/All¬ 
tel Wireless Mustang made 
it to the semifinals. Building 
upon that consistency with 
the pole position this week¬ 


end, Team Aruba has a 
new found confidence. 

“We have a great team,” 
Eman added. “I couldn't 
be happier with our prog¬ 
ress, and I’m looking for¬ 
ward to where we’ll go 
from here. 

It’s a good weekend for 
Aruba in many ways, be¬ 
cause my cousin, Anouk 
Eman, just won Gold in the 
U.S. National Synchronized 
Swimming Ghampionship 
in Greensboro, N.C. We’re 
extremely proud of her and 
send huge congratula¬ 
tions her way! Hopefully this 
good fortune for Aruban 
sports continues.” 

Team Aruba will face off 
against number 16 qualifi¬ 
er, Scott Hintz in round one. 
Get round by round results 
from Team Aruba by follow¬ 
ing them on Facebook and 
Twitter.Q 
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John Isner returns a shot 
against Nicolas Almagro, of 
Spain, in the second set of 
their championship tennis 
match at the U.S. Men’s Clay 
Court Championship, Sunday, 
April 14, 2013, in Houston. 

Associated Press 

Isner wins 
U.S. Men’s 
Clay Court 
Championship 

MICHAEL A. LUTZ 
Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — Ameri¬ 
can John Isner beat Argen¬ 
tina’s Nicolas Almogro 6-3, 
7-5 in the final of the U.S. 
Men's Clay Court Champi¬ 
onship on Sunday. 

Isner won his first tourna¬ 
ment ot the year and the 
sixth of his career. He had 
seven aces in the match 
— including two at more 
than 140 mph in the 10th 
gome to hold serve — and 
a record 64 tor the tourna¬ 
ment. 

The players were on serve 
in the second set until Al- 
magro was broken in the 
11th game at the fourth 
break point on Isner's fore¬ 
hand that landed in front 
of Almagro and out of his 
reach. Almagro double- 
faulted twice in the game. 
Isner then served tor the 
match in the 12th gome. He 
added his final ace bring¬ 
ing fhe final to match point 
and Almagro popped up 
Isner’s final serve to end 
the match. 

Isner is the first American to 
appear in an ATP Tour final 
this year.Q 
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Buchholz no-hit bid ends in 8th, Sox top 


The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Clay Buch¬ 
holz didn’t allow a hit until 
Kelly Johnson’s broken- 
bat single leading off the 
eighth inning, helping the 
Boston Red Sox beat the 
Tompo Boy Roys 5-0 on 
Sunday. 

AL Capsules Buchholz, who 
threw o no-hitter in just his 
second career start in 2007, 
allowed two hits and four 
walks in eight innings and 
struck out o career-high 11. 
Johnson singled with on 0-1 
count on Buchholz’s 101st 
pitch, sending the ball over 
first baseman Mike Napoli 
while the top part of the 
bat landed near the front 
edge of the infield be¬ 
tween first and second. 
Buchholz (3-0) lowered his 
ERA to 0.41, allowing one 
earned run in 22 innings He 



Boston Red Sox starting pitcher Ciay Buchholz picks up the broken bat of Tampa Bay Rays’ Kelly 
Johnson after Johnson got the first hit of the game off of Buchholz during the eighth inning of a 
baseball game at Fenway Park in Boston Sunday April 14, 2013. 

Associated Press 
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left after 109 pitches, and 
Andrew Miller finished with 
a ane-hit ninth. 

Alex Cobb (1-1) allowed 
four runs — three earned 

— and seven hits in 6 2-3 
innings, and Tampa Bay 
lost for the fifth time in six 
games. The Rays have 
eight runs in their last six 
games. 

TIGERS 10, ATHLETICS 1 
OAKLAND, California (AP) 

— Austin Jackson had four 
hits, homered and drove in 
three runs, and Torii Hunter 
added two doubles and a 
triple as the Tigers routed 
the Athletics. 

Miguel Cabrera drove in 
two runs for the Tigers, who 
had 14 hits and won for the 
third time in four games. 
The firsf eighf batters in fhe 
Tigers batting order had at 
least one hit, and seven 
players drove in runs. 
Anibal Sanchez (2-0) over¬ 
came a sluggish start to 
pitch seven innings, win¬ 
ning his second straight 
outing and giving Detroit’s 
bullpen a needed rest. He 
allowed one run, three hits 
and four walks, matching 
his season-high of eight 
strikeouts. 

Jarrod Parker (0-2), who lost 
to Detroit in Gomes 1 and 5 
of last year’s AL division se¬ 
ries, gave up a career-high 
eight runs and nine hits in 3 
1-3 innings. 

WHITE SOX 3, INDIANS 1 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Jake 
Peavy struck out 11 in sev- 



Rays 5-0 

en innings, Paul Konerko 
homered and the Chica¬ 
go White Sox broke a five- 
game losing streak. 

The White Sox went into the 
game os the majors’ only 
winless team on the rood. 
Chicago was swept three 
games in Washington be¬ 
fore dropping fhe first two 
against the Indians. 

Peavy (2-1) gave up a 
home run to Michael Bourn 
on his first pitch of the 
game but held the Indi¬ 
ans to five hits overall and 
didn’t walk a botter.Addi- 
son Reed pitched the ninth 
for his fourth save, retiring 
Jason Giambi with a runner 
on to end the game. 
Konerko’s two-run homer 
ruined a solid effort from 
Brett Myers (0-2), who took 
a shutout into the sixth. 
ROYALS 3, BLUE JAYS 2 
KANSAS CITY (AP) — Alex 
Gordon drove home Chris 
Getz with a single in the 
ninth inning as the Rayals 
beat the Blue Jays ta avoid 
a series sweep. 

The Royals played from be¬ 
hind nearly the entire way, 
but broke through when 
Getz doubled off Blue Jays 
reliever Darren Oliver (0-1) 
with one out in the ninth. 
Gordon swatted the first 
pitch he saw from Oliver 
into the outfield, and Getz 
slid hame easily ahead of 
the tag. 

Kelvin Herrera (1-0) pitched 
a perfect eighth inning for 
fhe Royals, who gof eighf 
sfrong innings from Ervin 
Santana to remain within 
striking distance. 

Edwin Encarnacicn hom¬ 
ered and drave in bath 
runs for the Blue Jays. 
ANGELS 4, ASTROS 1 
ANAHEIM, California (AP) 
— Mike Trout hit his first 
home run of the season 
and Josh Hamilton also 
connected, leading C.J. 
Wilson and the Angels over 
Houston.Trout put the An¬ 
gels ahead for good with 
his solo homer in the third 
inning. He also doubled 
and scored three times. 
Hamilton tripled and sin¬ 
gled before hitting his sec¬ 
ond homer of the year, a 
two-run drive in the eighth. 
Wilson (1-0) allowed one 
run and five hits in six in¬ 
nings. He struck out three 
and walked four. □ 





































SPORTSI£®oav 15 APRIL 2013 


NBA Capsules 


Heat set franchise home 
mark, top Bulls 105-93 


Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — MIAMI (AP) 

— LeBron James scored 24 
points and Dwyane Wade 
added 22 as the Miami 
Heat set a club record tor 
home wins in a season, 
beating the Chicago Bulls 
105-93 on Sunday. 

Mario Chalmers and Chris 
Andersen each scored 15 
for Miami, which improved 
to 36-4 at home — topping 
the 35-6 mark by the 2004- 
05 Heat. 

Miami held Chicago 
without a 2-point basket for 
the first 16 minutes of the 
second half, with the Bulls 
relying almost exclusively 
on 3-pointers. 

Carlos Boozer had 16 
points and 20 rebounds 
for the Bulls, who snapped 
Miami’s 27-game winning 
streak last month. Chicago 
finished with 29 field goals 
and 30 fouls, allowing the 
Heat to shoot a season- 
high 41 free throws. 

The loss keeps Chicago in 
the No. 6 spot in the Eastern 
Conference. Miami has 
wrapped up home-court 
advantage throughout 
the playoffs. 

NUGGETS 118, TRAIL 
BLAZERS 109 

DENVER (AP) — Andre 
Iguodala scored 28 points 
os Denver beat short- 
handed Portland to set an 
NBA franchise record with 
its 55th win. 

Rookie Evan Fournier 
added 24 points for 
the Nuggets, who also 
extended their franchise- 
best winning streak at 
home to 22 straight ta 
mave a game ahead at 
the Las Angeles Clippers 
and Memphis for the third 
seed in the West. 

The Nuggets went 54-28 in 
both 1987-88 and 2008-09, 
when they reached the 


conference finals. They 
are 37-3 at home — also a 
team best since joining the 
NBA 37 years aga. 

Roakie Damian Lillard led 
Partland with 30 points. 
KNICKS 90, PACERS 80 
NEW YORK (AP) — Carmelo 
Anthony scored 25 points 
and New York clinched the 
No. 2 seed in the East with 
a victory over Indiana — 
the Knicks’ 15th win in the 
last 16 games. 

Chris Copeland added 
20 points and J.R. Smith 
had 15 for the Knicks, who 
will host seventh-seeded 
Boston next weekend. New 
York is guaranteed the 
home-court advantage 
for the first two rounds of 
the playoffs after finishing 
a distant second to Miami 
in the conference. 

Lance Stephenson scored 
22 points and West had 
17 points and eight 
rebounds for the Pacers, 
who came into the game 
with a chance to catch 
the Knicks for second but 
settled for the No. 3 seed 
after fourth-place Brooklyn 
lost at Toronto. 

RAPTORS 93, NETS 87 
TORONTO (AP) — DeMar 
DeRozan scored 36 points, 
Rudy Gay had 26 points 
and 10 rebounds and 
Taranta never trailed in 
beating Braoklyn far its 
third straight victory. 

Amir Johnson had 10 points 
and nine rebounds for the 
Raptors, who hadn't won 
three straight since a five- 
game winning streak from 
Feb. 8 to 19. 

DeRozan scored 14 in the 
fourth quarter and finished 
9-for-9 at the free throw 
line, converting a vital pair 
in the final 15 secands. 
Deron Williams scored 30 
points, Brook Lopez had 16 
and Andray Blatche 15 for 
the Nets, who will be the 
No. 4 seed in the East. 
76ERS 91, CAVALIERS 77 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Dorell 
Wright scored 15 points and 
Thaddeus Young had 14 
paints and nine rebaunds 
to lead Philadelphia over 
Cleveland. 


Spencer Hawes and Jrue 
Holiday each added 14 
points for the 76ers, who 
raced to a 19-point lead 
in the first half and sent the 
Cavaliers ta their fourth 
straight loss. 

Tristan Thompson had 12 
points and 12 rebounds 
for the Cavaliers. Kevin 
Jones had 11 points and 
10 rebounds, while All-Star 
guard Kyrie Irving had only 
four points in 18 minutes. 
The Sixers finished 23-18 at 
home and are 33-47 overall 
a year after winning 35 
games and a round in the 
playoffs during the lockout- 
shortened season.Q 


Miami Heat’s LeBron James (6) reacts after a play during the first 
quarter of an NBA basketball game against the Chicago Bulls in 
Miami, Sunday, April 14, 2013. The Heat won 105-93. 

Associated Press 
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Scott beats Cabrera in a playoff at Augusta 



Adam Scott, of Australia, shows off his green jacket after winning the Masters golf fournamenf 
Sunday, April 14, 2013, in Augusta, Ga. 

Associated Press 



Angel Cabrera, right, reacts with his son Angel Cabrera Jr., who 
caddies for him, after he almost chipped in for birdie on the first 
hole of a playoff during fhe Masfers golf fournamenf, Sunday, 
April 14,2013, in Augusta. Cabrera was defeated by Adam Scott 
in the playoff. 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

AUGUSTA, Georgia (AP) — 

Adam Scott finished the job 
this time, and put on end to 
more than o half-century 
of Australian misery at the 
Masters. 

With the two biggest putts 
of his career, Scott holed 
a 20-footer for birdie on 
the 18th hole of regulation 
that put him into o playoff 
with Angel Cabrera, and 
then won his first major 
championship Sunday with 
o 12-footer for birdie on the 
second extra hole. 

“We like to think we’re the 
best at everything. Golf is 
o big sport of home, and 
this is the one thing in golf 
we hadn't been able to 
achieve,” Scott said. “It’s 
amazing that it’s my destiny 
to be the first Australian to 
win. It’s incredible.” 

Scott leaned back and 
thrust his arms in the air otter 
the putt dropped on the 
10th hole, o celebration for 
oil of Australia and personal 
redemption for himself. 

It was only lost summer 
when Scott threw away 
the British Open by making 
bogey on his lost four 
holes to lose by one shot 
to Ernie Els. The 32-year- 
old handled that crushing 
defeat with dignity and 
pledged to finish stronger 
given another chance. 
“Next time — I’m sure there 
will be a next time — I can 
do a better job of it,” he 
said that day. 

Scott was close to perfect, 
and he had to be with 
Cabrera delivering some 
brilliance of his own. 
Moments after Scott 
made his 20-foot birdie 
putt on the 18th hole for 
a 3-under 69 to take a 
one-shot lead — “C’mon, 
Aussie!” he screamed — 
Cabrera answered with an 
approach that plopped 
down 3 feet from the cup, 
one of the greatest shots 
under the circumstances. 
That gave him an easy 
birdie and a 2-under 70. 
They finished at 9-under 
279. 

They both chipped close 
for par on the 18th in the 
first playoff hole, and 
Cabrera’s 15-foot birdie 
putt on the 10th grazed the 
right side of the cup. 


With his long putter 
anchored against his chest, 
Scott’s putt was true all 
the way. The Masters had 
been the only major that 
never had a champion use 
a long putter. Scott’s win 
means four of the last six 
major champions used a 
putter pressed against their 
belly or chest, a stroke that 
might be banned in 2016. 
What mattered more to 
Scott was that the Masters 
had been the only major an 
Australian had never won. 
He was among dozens of 
golfers who routinely rose in 
the early hours of Monday 
morning for the telecast. 


Associated Press 

only to watch a horror show. 
The leading character was 
Greg Norman, who had 
four good chances to win, 
none better than when he 
blew a six-shot lead on the 
last day to Nick Faldo in 
1996. 

There was Jim Ferrier in 1952 
and Bruce Crampton 20 
years later. Scott and Jason 
Day tied for second just 
two years ago. Norman, 
though, was the face 
of Aussie failures at the 
Masters, and Scott paid 
him tribute in Butler Cabin 
before he slipped on that 
beautiful green jacket. 
“Australian is a proud 


sporting nation, and this is 
one notch in the belt we 
never got,” Scott said. “It’s 
amazing that it came down 
to me today. But there’s 
one guy who inspired a 
nation of golfers, and that’s 
Greg Norman. He’s been 
incredible to me and all 
the great golfers. Part of 
this belongs to him.” 

Scott was just as gracious 
in victory as he was in 
defeat last summer at 
Royal Lytham & St. Annes. 
He and Cabrera flashed a 
thumbs-up to each other 
after their shots into the 
10th hole in the playoff, 
and they walked off the 
10th green with their arms 
around each other when it 
was over. 

“Such is golf,” Cabrera said. 
“Adam is a good winner.” 

It was a riveting conclusion 
to a week filled with some 
awkward moments. There 
was the one-shot penalty 
called against 14-year- 
old Guan Tianlang that 
nearly kept the Chinese 
teen from becoming the 
youngest player to make 
the cut. There was the 
illegal drop by Tiger Woods, 
who was given a two-shot 
penalty over questions 
and confusion about why 
he was not disqualified for 
signing an incorrect card. 
And at the end, there was 
shot-making at its finest. 


Scott didn’t make a bogey 
after the first hole, and he 
really didn’t miss a shot the 
rest of the day on a rainy 
Sunday at Augusta. He just 
couldn’t get a putt to fall 
until it really mattered. Then, 
he made two of them. 

Day closed with a 70, his 
second close call at the 
Masters in three years. This 
one hurt far more because 
he had a two-shot lead 
when he stepped to the 
16th tee. 

He ran off three bold birdies 
down the stretch — getting 
up-and-down from the 
back bunker on the 13th, 
a 10-foot putt on the 14th, 
and capitalizing on a break 
at No. 15 when his drive 
ricocheted out of the trees 
into the fairways, allowing 
him to reach the green in 
two. 

His lead vanished just as 
quickly, however. Day 
chose to hit putter from 
behind the 16th green, 
came up 5 feet short and 
missed the par putt. He hit 
into a bunker on the 17th 
for another bogey. 

“I think the pressure got to 
me a little bit,” Day said. 
The tournament unfolded 
behind him, and it turned 
out to be quite a show. 
Scott hit the ball beautifully 
the entire day and 
watched one putt after 
another turn away from the 
hole. But he also received 
perhaps the biggest break 
of the tournament when his 
shot into the par-5 13th spun 
back off the green and was 
headed down the slope 
into the tributary of Roe’s 
Creek when it suddenly 
stopped, a blessing from 
a day spent in the rain. 
He got up-and-down for 
birdie, and he two-putted 
for birdie on the 15th. 
Cabrera wasn’t so 
fortunate. Playing in 
the group behind, his 
approach hit the bank and 
tumbled down into the 
water, leading to a bogey 
that cost him the lead. 
Cabrera answered with a 
15-foot birdie putt on the 
16th, however, that gave 
him a share of the lead. 
And then came a one-two 
punch of birdies. For the 
fans who endured a soggy 
final round, this made up 
for it.a 
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Braves beat 
Nats for 9th 
win in row 



Atlanta Braves’ Andrelton Simmons hits a three-run home run during the third inning of a basebaii 
game against the Washington Nationals at Nationals Park, Sunday, April 14, 2013, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Jus¬ 
tin Upton and Andrelton 
Simmons homered to help 
the Atlanta Braves win their 
ninth in row as Paul Ma- 
holm beat the Washington 
Nationals 9-0 Sunday ta 
camplete a three-game 
sweep. 

NL Capsules Upton hit his 
seventh home run of the 
season. 

Chris Johnson had four hits 
and two RBIs for the Braves, 
who took a 7-0 lead in the 
third inning against Gio 
Gonzalez (1-1). 

In sweeping their NL East 
rivals and compiling the 
best record in the major 
leagues, Atlanta (11-1) has 
outscored the opposition 
62-23. 

Washington has lost seven 
straight to Atlanta since 
last year. 

Maholm (3-0) allowed four 


hits in 7 2-3 innings. He has 
not permitted a run this 
season in 20 1-3 innings 
over three starts. 

PHILLIES 2, MARLINS 1 
MIAMI (AP) — Ray Hal- 
laday earned his 200th 
career victory, bouncing 
back from consecutive 
poor outings to pitch eight 
innings and help the Phila¬ 
delphia Phillies beat the 
Miami Marlins 2-1. 

Laynce Nix broke a 1-all 
tie with his second pinch- 
hit homer of the season 
in the ninth.Halladay (1-2) 
allowed five hits, walked 
one and lowered his ERA 
from 14.73 to 7.63. He's 
the 109th pitcher to reach 
the 200-win milestone, and 
the first to do so in a Phillies 
uniform since Hall of Famer 
Steve Carlton in 1978. 

Nix batted for Halladay 
with one out in the ninth 
and homered into the up¬ 
per deck in right field off 


Jon Rauch (0-2). 

Jonathan Papelbon 

pitched around a leadoff 
walk in the ninth for his sec¬ 
ond save. 

DIAMONDBACKS 1, DODG¬ 
ERS 0 

PHOENIX (AP) — Paul Gold¬ 
schmidt hit a game-win¬ 
ning single off Josh Beckett 
with one out in the ninth in¬ 
ning, lifting the Arizona Dia- 
mandbacks aver the Los 
Angeles Dodgers. 


Diamondbacks starter Trev¬ 
or Cahill pitched six-hit ball 
for 7 1-3 innings. J.J. Putz (1- 
0) walked one in the ninth. 
Beckett (0-2) gave up a 
one-out double to A.J. Pol¬ 
lock in the ninth. Beckett 
ran the count to 3-0 before 
intentionally walking Miguel 
Montero, and Goldschmidt 
singled to right field. 
ROCKIES 2, PADRES 1 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Todd 
Helton had a pinch-hit. 


two-run homer in the sev¬ 
enth inning and Jorge De 
La Rosa and three reliev¬ 
ers cambined on a two- 
hitter to carry the Colorado 
Rockies over San Diego. 
Colorado also swept San 
Diego at Coors Field last 
weekend. 

Helton's homer off Dale 
Thayer (0-1) broke a score¬ 
less tie. It was Heltan’s first 
homer this season and his 
third career pinch hcmer.Q 


Novak Djokovic unsure if he’ll play at Monte Carlo 


JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
MONACO (AP) — Top- 
ranked Novak Djakovic is 
unsure whether he will play 
at the Monte Carlo Masters 
this week, even thaugh he 
is optimistic his right ankle 
injury is healing fast. 

The Serb twisted his ankle 
last Sunday on Davis Cup 
quarterfinal duty against 
the United States. Tests 
showed that the damage is 
not as serious as he feared 
and he has been fraining 
with his caach for the past 
three days ahead of his 
scheduled second-round 
match on Wednesday. 

But Djokovic, who lost to 
eight-time champion Ra¬ 
fael Nadal in straight sets in 
last year's final, will not take 
any risks. 

“I can't 100 percent guar¬ 
antee that I'll be on the 
court on Wednesday,” 


Djokovic said on Sunday. 
“I still have to be realistic 
and see if an some prac¬ 
tices in the next few days 
I push myself fo fhe limit, if 
I’m going to have any dis- 
camfort.” 

Djokovic will only play if he 
thinks he can challenge 
properly. 

“It’s a very strong tourna¬ 
ment and I don’t think 
there is any room for com¬ 
promise,” he said. “To com- 
pefe af such a high level I 
need fo be at 100 percent. 
I know there is a lot of peo¬ 
ple who expect me to be 
there and want me to be 
there — I want myself to be 
there more than anybody.” 
He was boosted by test re¬ 
sults, having initially feared 
his clay-court season would 
be seriously damaged 
leading up the French 
Open, which begins next 
month. 


“Any bigger damage could 
indicate a longer period of 
recovery and no tennis,” 
he said. “But being on the 
court the last three days for 
me is already a great sign.” 
He potentially faces either 
Mikhail Youzhny or Daniel 
Gimeno-Traveron Wednes¬ 
day, and then a possible 
quarterfinal against fifth- 
seeded Juan Martin del 
Potro of Argentina. 

“I’ll decide on Tuesday at 
the latest,” he said. “I can’t 
give you a percentage but 
I’m more optimistic than I 
was at the beginning af fhe 
week, that's for sure.” 
Djokovic was hurt during his 
win against Sam Querrey as 
he lifted Serbia to an insur¬ 
mountable 3-1 lead. 

Having led Serbia to vic¬ 
tory in 2010, Djokovic is fully 
committed to Davis Cup 
but thinks the scheduling 
and format must change. 


“This is the only official team 
campetition we have in 
sport and that is the reason 
why it has a unique place in 
cur career,” he said. “Unfor¬ 
tunately it comes at a very 
bad timing. Right after Aus¬ 
tralia, right after US Open, 
right after Miami. It comes 
after a very long period of 
tournaments, and most of 
the top players reach the 
final stages of those tourna¬ 
ments.” 

Djokovic thinks a set pe¬ 
riod of fhe year should be 
cleared for if. 

“One of my ideas is fc have 
twc weeks say, once per 
year, or once every two 
years, at least for the world 
group, that can gather 16 
teams,” he said. “Then ev¬ 
erybody competes, you 
know, during those two 
weeks and then you have 
the final four or something 
like that.” 


Nadal, meanwhile, is bid¬ 
ding far ninth straight Mon¬ 
te Carlo title. 

The Spaniard has reached 
four consecutive finals 
since returning from a sev- 
en-monfh injury layoff, win¬ 
ning three. 

After losing to Horacio Ze- 
ballos in the final at Vina 
del Mar, Chile, Nadal won 
clay-court titles at Sao Pau¬ 
lo, Brazil and Acapulco, 
Mexico, before beating Del 
Pctrc cn hard courts in the 
BNP Paribas Open final tc 
win a reccrd 22nd Masfers 
fitle.Seeded fhird, Nadal 
has a 44-1 record at Monte 
Carlo, winning 42 consecu¬ 
tive matches and has not 
lost here since a third-round 
defeat to Guillermo Coria 
in 2003. He missed the 2004 
tournament through injury. 
He could possibly face sec¬ 
ond-ranked Andy Murray in 
fhe semifinals. □ 
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China WHO chief: Beijing H7N9 case not surprising 



The head of the World Health Organization's office in China 
Michael O' Leary speaks to journalists outside the WHO office in 
Beijing Sunday, Aprii 14, 2013. 


BEIJING (AP) — A World 
Health Organization of¬ 
ficial said Sunday that it 
wasn't surprising that a 
new strain of bird flu has 
spread to China’s capi¬ 
tal after sickening dozens 
in the eastern part of the 
country. 

Up until Saturday when 
Beijing officials reported 
the capital’s first case of 
H7N9, all cases had been 
in Shanghai and other 
eastern China areas. 

On Sunday, the first two 
cases were reported in 
central Henan province, 
which is next to Beijing. 

It’s not the case that ev¬ 
eryone confirmed infect¬ 
ed with H7N9 was “clus¬ 
tered in one small area 
with the same source of 
exposure,” said Michael 


O’Leary, head of WHO's 
office in China. 

“So we’ve been expect¬ 
ing new cases to occur ... 


Associated Press 

Furthermore, we still expect 
that there will be other cas¬ 
es.” 

A 7-year-old girl was Bei¬ 
jing's first confirmed cose 
of H7N9, which has now 
sickened 51 people, of 
whom 11 died. 


Health officials believe the 
virus that was first spotted 
in humans last month is 
spreading through direct 
contact with infected fowl. 
O’Leary said “the good 
news” was that there was 
still no evidence that hu¬ 
mans had passed on the 
virus to other humans. 

“As far os we know, all 
the cases are individu¬ 
ally infected in a sporadic 
and not connected way,” 
he said, adding that the 
source of infection is still be¬ 
ing investigated. 

The girl, whose parents are 
in the live poultry trade, 
was admitted to o hospital 
Thursday with symptoms of 
fever, sore throat, cough¬ 
ing and headache, the 
Beijing Health Bureau said. 
O’Leary said early treat¬ 
ment can be effective, as 
demonstrated by the girl 
who was recovering in hos¬ 
pital and in stable condi¬ 


tion. 

In the only other report¬ 
ed cases outside of east¬ 
ern China, health officials 
in Henan province an¬ 
nounced that tests on two 
men Thursday revealed 
they had the virus. 

They said a 34-year-old 
restaurant chef who hod 
displayed flu symptoms for 
about a week was in criti¬ 
cal condition in hospital, 
while a 65-year-old farmer 
who was in frequent con¬ 
tact with poultry was in sta¬ 
ble condition after receiv¬ 
ing treatment. 

They said 19 people who 
hod been in close contact 
with the two men had not 
shown any flu symptoms. 
Chino has been more open 
in its response to the new 
virus than it was a decade 
ago with an outbreak of 
SARS, when authorities 
were highly criticized for 
not releasing information.Q 


Polio vaccine developer Koprowski dies 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Dr. 
Hilary Koprowski, the Polish- 
born researcher who de¬ 
veloped the first successful 
oral vaccination for polio, 
died this week at his Phila¬ 
delphia home. He was 96. 
Although not as well- 
known os fellow research¬ 
ers Jonas Salk and Albert 
Sabin, Koprowski in 1950 
became the first to show it 
was possible to vaccinate 
against polio, the crip¬ 
pling and sometimes fatal 
disease that’s now all but 
eradicated. Koprowski’s 
son, Christopher, said Sat¬ 
urday his father liked the 
scientific recognition his 
work received without the 
celebrity of Salk and Sabin. 
“He enjoyed not having his 
scientific work disrupted,” 
said Christopher Koprowski. 
“Not that he was a modest 
individual, mind you.” 


Christopher Koprowski said 
his father had been sick for 
several months before dy¬ 
ing Thursday in the same 
home he’d lived in since 
1957. Hilary Koprowski self- 
administered the live-virus 
oral vaccine he devel¬ 
oped before the 1950 trial 
— about two years before 
Salk's injectable version us¬ 
ing a dead form of the vi¬ 
rus began testing with the 
backing of the National 
Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis, now the March 
of Dimes. Sabin, who Ko¬ 
prowski’s son said some¬ 
times collaborated with his 
father, was the first to get 
the more effective oral ver¬ 
sion, which didn’t require 
boosters, licensed for use 
in the U.S. Koprowski went 
on to be the director of 
The Wistor Institute in Phila¬ 
delphia from 1957 to 1991. 


This Feb. 1961 file photo show 
Dr. Hiiary Koprowski. Dr. Hiiary 
Koprowski, a pioneering virol¬ 
ogist who developed the first 
successfut orot vaccination 
for polio, died Thursday, April 
11,2013 at his suburban Phila¬ 
delphia home. He was 96. 

Associated Press 

Under his leadership, the 
independent research in¬ 
stitution developed a ru¬ 
bella vaccine that helped 
eradicate the disease in 
much of the world, Wistor 
officials said. □ 
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NASA’s Wallops Island prepares for the spotlight 



BROCK VERGAKIS 
Associated Press 
WALLOPS ISLAND, Virginia 
(AP) — On one of Virgin¬ 
ia's small barrier islands, a 
NASA facility that operates 
in relative obscurity outside 
scientific circles is prepar¬ 
ing to be thrust into the 
spotlight. 

On Wednesday, Orbit¬ 
al Sciences Corp. plans 
to conduct the first test 
launch of its Antares rock¬ 
et under a NASA program 
in which private compa¬ 
nies deliver supplies to the 
International Space Sta¬ 
tion. If all goes as planned, 
the unmanned rocket’s 
practice payload will be 
vaulted into orbit from Wal¬ 
lops Island before burning 
up in the atmosphere on 
its return to Earth several 
months later. 

The goal of the launch isn’t 
to connect with the space 
station, but to make sure 
the rocket works and that a 
simulated version of a car¬ 
go ship that will dock with 
the space station on future 
launches separates into 
orbit. Orbital officials say 
that should occur about 10 
minutes after liftoff. 

In that short period of time, 
Wallops Island will transition 
from a little-known launch 
pad for small research 
rockets to a major player in 
the U.S. space program. 
The Wallops Flight Facility 
on Virginia’s rural Eastern 
Shore is small in compari¬ 
son to major NASA centers 
like those in Florida, Cali¬ 
fornia and Texas. The site 
is near Maryland and just 
south of Chincoteague Is¬ 
land, which attracts thou¬ 
sands of tourists each sum¬ 
mer for an annual wild 
pony swim made famous 
by the 1947 novel “Misty of 
Chincoteague.” The East¬ 
ern Shore is dominated by 
forests and farmland, and 
Wallops Island’s isolated 
nature, with marshland to 
its west and the Atlantic 
Ocean to its east, has also 
made it home to a Navy 
surface warfare combat 
center. 

Those who work at Wal¬ 
lops Island joke that even 
people living on the East¬ 
ern Shore are surprised to 
learn about rocket launch¬ 
es there. 


In fact, more than 16,000 
rockets have been 
launched from Wallops Is¬ 
land since 1945, but none 
has drawn the attention 
of Antares. Most of the 
launches are suborbital 
and focus on educational 
and research programs. 
“The real transformation 
here at Wallops is we’ve 
always been kind of a re¬ 
search facility,” said Wil¬ 
liam Wrobel, the facility’s 
director. “So this transition 
is really kind of into an op¬ 
erational phase, where 
we're going to be doing 
kind of regular flights out of 
here to the space station.” 
A successful launch would 
pave the way for Dulles- 
based Orbital to demon¬ 
strate that it can connect 
its unmanned Cygnus car¬ 
go ship with the space sta¬ 
tion this summer. If that’s 
successful. Orbital would 
launch the first of eight re¬ 
supply missions from the is¬ 
land in the fall under a $1.9 
billion NASA contract. 
Orbital has been in the 
commercial space busi¬ 
ness for more than 30 years, 
producing small satellites 
and rockets for NASA and 
the military. Antares marks 
the company’s first ven¬ 
ture in medium-size rock¬ 
ets, which can carry twice 
as much of a payload as 
other rockets it produces. 
The space station delivery 
contract was awarded in 


2008, and the company 
had originally hoped to 
launch in 2011, when NASA 
retired it shuttle program. 
In a partnership with Orbit¬ 
al and NASA, the Virginia 
Commercial Spaceflight 
Authority built a $120 mil¬ 
lion liquid fuel launch pad 
at Wallops specifically for 
this type of mission. But 
there were numerous de¬ 
lays, and the state agency 
didn’t turn over the launch 
pad to Orbital until Octo¬ 
ber. 

That further put Orbital 
behind California-based 
competitor SpaceX, the 
second private company 
working with the National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration on cargo 
resupply missions. NASA 
chose SpaceX to develop 
a commercial spaceship 
in 2006, and it docked with 
the space station for the 
first time in 2012. 

SpaceX’s Dragon cap¬ 
sule returns to Earth after 
missions with science ex¬ 
periments and old station 
equipment, but Orbital’s 
Cygnus is filled with trash 
and burns up in the atmo¬ 
sphere upon re-entry. 

“The fact is, there is not 
that much cargo valu¬ 
able enough to warrant 
the additional cost that’s 
inevitable when you try to 
return something,” Orbital 
spokesman Barron Beneski 
said. “It’s a demand ques¬ 


tion. How much return car¬ 
go is there and does NASA 
need to order a Cygnus 
that can return cargo 
in addition to what the 
SpaceX capsule does?” 
Landing Orbital’s business 
was seen as a major victo¬ 
ry for Virginia over Florida, 
which has a storied space 
history as the former home 
of U.S. manned space- 
flight. 

But Beneski said Wallops 
Island had several ad¬ 
vantages over Florida, in¬ 
cluding Wallops Island is a 
smaller facility and not as 
busy, he said. 

“The Wallops range for 
flights like this is not very 


congested. It’s not that 
busy with other satellites 
going to orbit because 
sometimes you can have 
schedules overlap with 
other missions,” he said. 
“Down in Florida, they 
launch a lot of high-value 
national priority missions, 
so potentially you can get 
bumped on the schedule, 
and of course, that would 
cost money.” 

Virginia officials say the 
publicity associated with 
Antares should help recruit 
other space and technol¬ 
ogy companies to do busi¬ 
ness on Wallops Island, par¬ 
ticularly those interested in 
launching satellites.Q 
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Chevron slapped 
with violation 
notice over spiii 


SALT LAKE CITY (AP) - State 
regulators have slapped 
Chevron with a violation 
notice over o March tuel 
spill near a northern Utah 
bird retuge. 

The Utah Division of Wa¬ 
ter Quality is asking Chev¬ 
ron to provide a report on 
cleanup operations and a 
response plan for the pipe¬ 
line rupture that leaked 
about 21,000 gallons of die¬ 
sel fuel. 

The split in the pipeline run¬ 
ning between Salt Lake 
City and Spokane, Wash., 
spilled diesel at Willard Boy 
State Park and near the 
Bear River Migratory Bird 
Refuge. 

Division Director Walt Baker 
said his agency is working 
with the Attorney General's 
Office to ensure Chevron is 
held accountable for the 
spill and its impacts. 

“This release has hod a sig¬ 
nificant effect on a fragile 
ecosystem,” he said. “The 
popular bird-watching 
and recreational area has 
been closed because of 
this spill.” 

State law gives the com¬ 
pany 30 days to respond to 
the violation notice and 60 
days to address the compli¬ 
ance requirements. Water 
quality officials then would 
determine any state fines. 
“We are committed to co¬ 
operating with the Utah Di¬ 
vision of Water Quality and 


responding to the notice in 
the required time frame,” 
Chevron spokesman Ga¬ 
reth Johnstone said in on 
email. 

Federal regulators, who 
fined Chevron nearly 
$500,000 for two Utah spills 
in 2010, haven't deter¬ 
mined penalties for the 
company's latest petro¬ 
leum leak. 

The 8-inch-diameter pipe¬ 
line failed March 18, spill¬ 
ing fuel in the marshes. 
State officials credit a bea¬ 
ver dam for holding back 
much of the fuel, although 
it left a family of beavers 
with petroleum burns. The 
beavers are being nursed 
back to health at a wildlife 
rehabilitation center. 

The spill also has been 
blamed for the deaths of a 
pair of wood ducks as well 
os some frogs and minnow¬ 
like fish. The Salt Lake Tri¬ 
bune reported. Migratory 
birds have been scared 
away from the area by the 
presence of more than 100 
cleanup workers. 

State officials said some 
of the spilled fuel is seep¬ 
ing into groundwater and 
making its way beyond 
containment booms at Wil¬ 
lard Bay State Park. They 
hove said a cleanup could 
take months instead of 
weeks as originally thought, 
leaving the park indefinite¬ 
ly closed.Q 


Thermo Fisher reportedly 
nears deal for Life Tech 


NEW YORK (AP) — Thermo 
Fisher Scientific Inc. is re¬ 
portedly nearing a deal 
to buy Life Technologies 
Corp., a maker of genetic 
testing equipment, for al¬ 
most $12 billion. 

Thermo Fisher's bid for Life 
Technologies topped $70 
a share, beating out bids 
from ofher suifors, includ¬ 
ing fhe Blacksfone Group, 
the Carlyle Group and 
other private equity firms, 
according to published 
reports. Life Technologies' 
stock closed Friday at $68. 


Life Technologies, based in 
Carlsbad, California, said 
in January that it had hired 
Deutsche Bank and the 
boutique bonk Moelis & 
Co. to help with its strategic 
review. That's usually a sign 
a company is considering 
putting itself up for sale. 
Since fhaf announcement, 
the company's stock has 
climbed 24 percent. 

Calls to Life Technologies 
and Thermo Fisher, based 
in Waltham, Massachu¬ 
setts, were not immediately 
returned. □ 



Executive Vice President and CFO Juan Jose Roman, center, and Vice President-Treasury Luis 
Cabrera, right, of Evertec, Inc., join applause as their company’s stock begins trading during its 
IPO, on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Friday, April 12, 2013. Evertec is a full-service 
transaction processing business in Latin America and the Caribbean with headquarters in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Associated Press 


Safe is sexy; defensive stocks 
lead gains for the S&P 500 


By Steve Rothwell 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) - For stock 
investors, safe is the new 
sexy. Flealth care campa- 
nies like Jahnsan & John¬ 
son and Pfizer are surging 
as investors buy stocks that 
give them what they used 
to get from bonds — a 
sfeady investmenf wifh a 
regular payout. Gonsumer 
staples stacks like Prcctcr 
& Gamble and utilities are 
alsa charging higher. 

These stacks — which af¬ 
ter gaad dividends and 
can grow regardless at 
the state of fhe economy 
— show fhaf invesfors are 
hungry for more income, 
but aren't ready to take on 
too much risk. 

“Defensive sectors, espe¬ 
cially those that have these 
attractive dividend yields 
have been the investment 
af chaice tar those that 
are leaking ta dip their taes 
back into the water,” says 
Stephen Parker, a portfolio 
manager at JPMorgan Pri¬ 
vate Bank. 

The Federal Reserve's ef¬ 
forts to stimulate the U.S. 
economy — holding in¬ 
terest rates clase ta zera 
and spending $85 billian a 
manth an band purchas¬ 
es — have pushed band 
yields sa law that investars 
are being farced tc lack 
elsewhere to find income. 


At the same time, people 
are getting camtartable 
with the idea af holding 
stocks again after being 
burnt by the market cal- 
lapse that tallawed the fi¬ 
nancial crisis and fhe onsef 
of the Great Recession. The 
Standard & Poor's 500 in¬ 
dex is up 135 percent from 
ifs recession low on March 
9, 2009. Housing is recover¬ 
ing, companies are hiring 
and carparate prafits are 
Strang. 

“Investars are tired at miss¬ 
ing aut an the rally that 
we've seen in stacks but, 
they're not willing to go 
full in,” says Brad Sorensen 
a direcfor of markef and 
secfor research af Charles 
Schwab. Wifh so-called de¬ 
fensive sfocks, people are 
“hedging their bets an the 
stack market a little bit.” 
Stack mutual tunds taak in 
$38.2 billian af net depasits 
in the first three manth af 
the year, campared with 
an outflow of $4.6 billion 
lasf year, according fo Lip- 
per fund flow dafa. 

The demand has contrib- 
ufed to the stock market's 
jump in 2013. The Dow 
Jones industrial average 
is up 13 percent while S&P 
500 has climbed 11 per¬ 
cent. Leading the gains 
are health care stacks. 
They have climbed almcst 
20 percent followed by 


consumer staples at 16.5 
percent and utilities at 15.3 
percent. Meanwhile, the 
industries yau wauld ex¬ 
pect tc dc well during a re¬ 
covery are lagging. Energy 
companies, which often 
lead the pack during times 
of growth, have gained 8.1 
percent this year. 

It's easy to see the attrac¬ 
tion of sfocks. 

Johnson & Johnson has a 
dividend yield cf 3 percent, 
campared with a yield cf 
1.9 percent ter its tep-rat- 
ed bends. The cempany's 
prcducts range tram baby 
oil to medical devices. 
Procter & Gamble, which 
makes necessities like Pep- 
to Bismol and Tide deter¬ 
gent, has a dividend yield 
of 2.8 percent. That's a 
higher than the cempany's 
bends, which yield 2.2 per¬ 
cent. Investars cculd else 
see the stack price rise. 
P&G has returned 19 per¬ 
cent this year, including a 
56 cent dividend payment 
it made in January. John¬ 
son & Johnson has also re¬ 
turned 19 percent, includ¬ 
ing a 61 cent payment to 
shareholders in February. 
Still, rising prices will even¬ 
tually lead tc diminishing 
returns. As with bends, the 
mere stacks rise, the Icwer 
the inceme they generate 
in relaticn tc the invest¬ 
ment made. □ 
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AP Exclusive: Likely tax cheats flock South, West 



This March 22, 2013 file photo shows the exterior of the Internal Revenue Service building in 
Washington. 

Associated Press 


By Stephen Ohiemacher 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Wor¬ 
ried the Internal Revenue 
Service might target you 
for an audit? You prob¬ 
ably shauld be if yau awn 
a small business in one of 
the wealthy suburbs at Las 
Angeles. 

You might also be wary 
if you’re a small-business 
owner in one of dozens 
of communities near San 
Francisco, Houston, Atlan¬ 
ta or the District of Colum¬ 
bia. 

A new study by the Na¬ 
tional Taxpayer Advocate 
used canfidential IRS data 
ta show large clusters at 
potential tax cheats in 
these five metropolitan ar¬ 
eas. The IRS uses the infor¬ 
mation to target taxpayers 
for audits. 

The taxpayer advocate, 
Nina Olsen, runs an inde¬ 
pendent office within the 
IRS. She got access to the 
data as part at an effort 
to learn more about why 
some taxpayers are more 
likely to cheat than others. 
The study also looked at 
tax compliance in differ¬ 
ent industries, and found 
that people who own con¬ 
struction companies or real 
estate rental firms may be 
mare likely ta fudge their 
taxes than business awners 


in other fields. 

Many of the communities 
identified by the study are 
very wealthy, including 
Beverly Hills and Newport 
Beach in Califcrnia. Others 
are more middle class, such 
as New Carrollton, Md., a 
Washington suburb, and 
College Park, Ga., home to 
a section of Atlanta's mas¬ 
sive airport. 

Steve Rosansky, president 
and CEO of the Newport 
Beach Chamber of Com¬ 


merce, said business awn¬ 
ers in his city are probably 
targeted because many 
have high incomes. The 
likelihood of an audit does 
increase with incame, ac¬ 
cording to IRS data. 

“I imagine it’s just a mat¬ 
ter of them going where 
they think the money’s at,” 
Rosansky said in an inter¬ 
view. “I guess if I was run¬ 
ning the IRS I’d probably do 
the same thing.” 

The study facused on small- 


business awners — sole 
proprietorships, to be spe¬ 
cific — because they have 
mare opportunity than the 
typical individual to cheat 
an their taxes. Many small 
businesses deal in cash 
while most individuals get 
paid in wages that are re¬ 
ported to the IRS. 

The IRS only audits about 1 
percent of tax returns each 
year, sa the agency tries tc 
pick returns that are mast 
likely ta yield additianal tax 


money. 

The IRS will not say much 
about how agents choose 
their targets. But as millians 
of procrastinators scramble 
to meet Monday’s dead¬ 
line ta file their taxes, the 
agency is running every 
tax return through a confi¬ 
dential computer program 
to determine the chances 
of collecting more money 
from an audit. 

Each tax return is assigned 
a score. The higher your 
score, the more likely you 
are to get audited be¬ 
cause, according to the 
IRS, the more likely you are 
cheating an your taxes. 

The score is called the Dis¬ 
criminant Inventory Func¬ 
tion, or DIF. A high DIF score 
does not guarantee you 
are a tax cheat but the IRS 
claims it’s reliable. □ 

“If your return is selected 
because of a high score 
under the DIF system, the 
potential is high that an 
examination of your return 
will result in a change to 
your income tax liability,” 
says an IRS publication that 
explains the auditing pro¬ 
cess. 

How do you get high 
score? The IRS won’t say, 
but veteran tax prepar¬ 
ers and farmer IRS warkers 
believe they have a pretty 
good idea. □ 


EU officials seek more 
private investment in jobs 



German Finance Minister Woifgang Schaubie waits tor the start 
of on informai meeting of the Economic and Financial Affairs 
Councii (ECOFiN) in Dublin, irelond, Friday, Aprii 12, 2013. 

Associated Press 


By Don Melvin 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP) - With many 
of the European Union’s 
economies mired in stag¬ 
nation, EU officials are 
seeking to emulate part of 
the U.S. model for creating 
growth and jobs by foster¬ 
ing more private invest¬ 
ment in businesses. 

Irish Finance Minister Mi¬ 
chael Noanan said Sat¬ 
urday that in the United 
States banks accaunt for 
only 25 percent of external 
financing for businesses. In 
Europe, he said, the pro¬ 
portion is the opposite — 70 
to 75 percent of business fi¬ 
nancing comes from banks. 
He spake at the conclusion 
of a two-day meeting at EU 


finance ministers in Dublin. 
“There was a shared view 
that we must begin to take 
tangible action to assist in 
developing a more bal¬ 
anced financial system in 
which banks, institutional 
investors and public au¬ 
thorities all play a role in 
supporting long-term in¬ 
vestment in growth and 
jabs,” Noanan said. 

This is important, he said, 
as many small and medi¬ 
um-sized businesses in the 
EU lack access to capital. 
Because Ireland currently 
holds the EU’s rotating six- 
month presidency, Noonan 
chaired the meeting. 

In January, unemployment 
across the 17 EU countries 
that use the euro hit a re¬ 


cord 11.9 percent, with 
nearly 19 millian peaple 
out of work. The unemploy¬ 
ment rate for young peo¬ 
ple was 24.2 percent. 

And the European Com¬ 
mission, the EU’s executive 
arm, predicts the unem¬ 
ployment rate will rise fur¬ 
ther this year. 

The finance ministers also 
agreed to push for com¬ 
pletion of a banking union 
that would create a single 
set at rules for banks in the 
union, a single supervisory 
mechanism and uniform 
procedures for winding 
down banks that fail. And 
they renewed their pledge 
to work together to fight 
tax evasion — a practice 
they said many peaple 


found particularly galling 
at a time when govern¬ 
ment cutbacks and tax 


increases are wreaking 
havoc with their personal 
finances. □ 
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Mutts 



6Chix 



Blondie 



ef' Ninety-nine bottles of beer on 


HAVE you SEEN WAITINS LONS? 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Difficulty Level ★ 4/15 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Happiness 
4 Command 
9 _ suey; 

Chinese dish 
13 Lamb bearers 

15 Irk 

16 Hawaiian island 

17 Tempo 

18 Bits of land in 
the sea 

19 Radar screen 
image 

20 Playwright 

22 Wines & dines 

23 Traitors 

24 Hairy as an _ 
26 Think highly of 
29 Collection of 

info stored in a 
computer 

34 Turn a handle 

35 Absorbent cloth 

36 Spoil 

37 Engagement 
symbol 

38 _ a question: 
asked 

39 Explorer Marco 

40 Inventor _ 
Whitney 

41 Stitched 

42 Bessie Smith’s 
music style 

43 Eases up, as a 
rope 

45 Vulgar; 
unrefined 

46 Lung contents 

47 Powder 

48 Messy person 
51 Well-known 

56 Cab 

57 In any 
regardless 

58 Piece of tall 
marsh grass 

60 Heating 
chamber 

61 Good judgment 

62 June 6,1944 

63 Skillets 

64 Derisive smile 

65 That girl 

DOWN 

1 Florida’s Bush 

2 Had obligations 


3 Twelve months 

4 Morphine or 
codeine 

5 Takes a nap 

6 Place to buy 
salami and rye 

7 Arden & Plumb 

8 Said again, but 
in another way 

9 Spider creation 

10 Ring of light 
over a saint 

11 Akron’s state 

12 Baby dogs 

14 Gazing 

21 One of the 
Gospel writers 

25 Buddy 

26 TV’s “Green 

27 Dentist’s tool 

28 Excessive 
enthusiasm 

29 Prescribed 
amounts 

30 Amazed 

31 Love, in France 

32 Merchant’s 
goals 


33 Jagged 
35 Small city 

38 Unequaled 

39 Poster 

41 Enjoy the 
slopes 

42 Courageous 

44 Forest homes 

45 Horse’s gait 


47 Uptight 

48 Go no farther 

49 Molten rock 

50 Plow animals 

52 Tied, as scores 

53 Trait transmitter 

54 Cincinnati team 

55 Slangy reply 
59 Coloring liquid 
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9/11 memorial charging $2 
reservation fee 



NEW YORK (AP) — Visitors 
to the National September 
11 Memarial & Museum 
must new pay a $2 service 
fee to reserve passes an- 
line or by phone. 

The fee Vv'ent into effect 
last month, although there 
is no charge for admission 
to the memorial on the 
World Trade Center site. 
There's also no charge for 
same-day passes distrib¬ 
uted an a first-come, first- 
served basis. Family mem¬ 
bers af some victims of fhe 
Sepf. 11, 2001, terrorisf af- 
tacks say the fee vialates 
the memorial’s missian. 
“They’re making money 
off the people that died. 
It’s disgusting," Jim Riches, 
a retired Fire Department 
of New York deputy chief 
who lost his firefighter son, 
told the New York Post. 
Memorial President Jae 
Daniels issued a statement 
Sunday saying that, “like 
ether similar institutions, in 
order to help support the 
operational needs of the 
9/11 Memorial we have 
implemented a service 
fee, solely for advance res¬ 


ervations." 

The memorial’s website 
says the reservatian system 
is temparary until certain 
construction projects are 
finished. Tax-funded granfs 
have paid for about $300 
million worth of construc¬ 
tion, and more than $400 
million came from private 
donations. 

The memorial opened in 
2011, attracting about 7 
million visitors so far fa ifs 
fwa reflecfing paals with 
waterfalls that outline the 
footprints of the fallen taw- 
ers. 

The faundation fhaf runs 
the memorial estimates 
that once the project is 


complete, the memorial 
and museum will tagether 
cost $60 million a year to 
operate. 

The museum is still under 
construction after an inter- 
ruptian involving a funding 
fight between the founda¬ 
tion and the Port Author¬ 
ity of New York and New 
Jersey, which owns the 16- 
acre (6.5-hectare) trade 
center site. □ 



Beach Villas at Divi Phoenix (NEW) 

Wk 7,8,9 1B&2B units from $9500 
Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

Platinum Season 
0V$18k 0S$19k OF $29K 
3 BEDRM $29k 
Plat Plus Holiday 51 OV -$42k 
Plat Plus NY 52 OV-$49k 
GOLD Season 
OSSlOk OV $9500 
Oceanfront$17k 
3 BEDRM OV $17,000 
Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Platinum 2B OV $19k 
Oceanfront PLAT $29k 
Platinum IB OV $12,500 
Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

**Preferred Resale Company** 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting 
at $3k 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 
Costa Linda & Playa Linda inventory 
We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 
888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 
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OudlUy AfxirttTiciUs 

A Loft Ayti. "Fuliy pi^miuhri 

/ Coblt W "Swiinming PmI 

Lt§f thofl I tyiWt from fteoch ^ 4 

Feef free To contact or visit uJ. 

W&a - -FN: 8o(m-7pm. Sat £ Swi- 9Qm-5pm. 



Bubali113-C 

WELL PRICED TOWNHOUSE 
LOCATED IN POPULAR 
UPSCALE SMALL RESIDENCY, 
CLOSE TO EAGLE BEACH. 

This well kept townhouse 
is built on 479 / 5269 sf 
of property land. 

The property comes with: 
landscaped, private garden, 
fully airconditioned, free 
standing maidsroom, private 
(paved) parking, 3 bedrooms 
and 2 bathrooms and more. 


Onjuo^ 

Best & Solid Real Estate 




US $289. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 




If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 


Michelle Donato 



FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar 1br wk 13 

first floor-easy access 
Aruba Beach Club Ibr wk 14 

top floor - great view 
arubabw@aol.com 
in Aruba tili 4/10 748-0308 

199317 


250K US 1 mile from beach, 
turnkey 3 bd 2 bath new villa 
granite counter top kitchen 
stainless steel appliances. 

Open area vault ceiling central 
air, water heater, security 
system 

+297 593 0946 AUA 
+ 1 702 862 0711 USA 

198863 


DOCTOR 
CON DUTY 

I ^ Oranjestad 

^ Dr. Horenbeeck 







POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance ocean view 

week 32 Rm 2351 $3500 

ritchey5652@comcast.net 

199024 


PHARMACY 

O'STAD Pprqdera TeJ: 588-6638 
S. NICOLAS laii.LucqiIelL584;5JJ9 

SERVICES 


FOR SALE 

Florida Time Share 
for sale/rent 

O.F. grand shores west Rm 307, 
2wks5jan 19tofeb2 
Redding beach, gulf blvd 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

199337 

wk 52 Studio WOW 
Divi Viliage Goif Resort 

great ocean & pool view 
only $6950 

contact 564-2686 untii 19/4/13 
orz3837@yahoo.de 

_199309 

FOR SALE 

La Cabana wk 13, sun-sun 

Studio, sleeps 4 
newly renovated, ocean and 
pool view $5500 
Denise 847-446-4223 
denisehgibson@gmail.com 

199142 


INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.TS. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

16 Apr. Brilliance of the Seas 

Celebrity Eclicse 

Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 


FOR SALE 

Divi Phoenix week 12 

2 Adjoining 1 Bdr Units 
Great Ocean View 
Price $22,000.00 
Call: 737-3000 
ITR Realty Inc 
itraruba@gmail.com 


199341 



CUIDABO DIDO 


Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 

Respetami 

Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Teh 583-89_89_ 

Foundation Amor 
po Prohimo 

Teh 583-3345/586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Teh 583-5400 

Bloodbonk Aruba 
Teh 587-0002 
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Alarm over vanishing frogs in the Caribbean 



In this March 21, 2013 photo. Ana Longo, a researcher with 
Proyecto Coqui, holds a Coqui Guajon or Rock Frog (Eleuthero- 
dactylus cooki) at a tropical forest in Patillas, Puerto Rico. 

Associated Press 



In this March 21, 2013 photo. Ana Longo, a researcher with 
Proyecto Coqui, hoids a Coqui or Common Coqui (Eleuthero- 
dactylus coqui) at a tropicai forest in Patillas, Puerto Rico. 

Associated Press 


BEN FOX, 

EZEQUIEL ABIU LOPEZ 
Associated Press 
PATILLAS, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— A curtain of sound en¬ 
velops the two research¬ 
ers os they moke their way 
along the side of o moun¬ 
tain in darkness, occasion¬ 
ally hacking their way with 
a machete to reach the 
mouth of a small cave. 
Peeps, tweets and stac¬ 
cato whistles fill the air, a 
pulsing undercurrent in 
the tropical night. To the 
untrained ear, it's just a 
mishmash of noise. To ex¬ 
perts tracking a decline in 
amphibians with growing 
alarm, it's like a symphony 
in which some of the play¬ 
ers haven't been showing 
up. 

In parts of Puerto Rico, for 
example, there are places 
where researchers used to 
hear four species at once 
and they are now hearing 
one or two, a subtle but im¬ 
portant change. 

“You are not hearing what 
you were before,” said 
Alberto Lopez, part of a 
husband-and-wife team of 
biologists trying to gauge 
the health of frogs on the 
island. 

Scientists report that many 
types of amphibians, es¬ 
pecially frogs, ore in a 
steep global decline likely 
caused by a mix of habitat 
loss, climate change, pollu¬ 
tion and a virulent fungus. 
The downward spiral is strik¬ 
ing particularly hard in the 
Caribbean, where a major¬ 
ity of species are now losing 
a fragile hold in the ecosys¬ 
tem. 

Without new conservation 
measures, there could be 
a massive die-off of Carib¬ 
bean frogs within 15 years, 
warned Adrell Nunez, an 
amphibian expert with 
the Santo Domingo Zoo 
in the Dominican Repub¬ 
lic. “There are species that 


we literally know noth¬ 
ing about" that could be 
lost, he said. Researchers 
such as Lopez and his wife. 
Ana Longo Berrios, have 
been fanning out across 
the Caribbean and return¬ 
ing with new and troubling 
evidence of the decline. 
In some places, especially 
in Haiti, where severe de¬ 
forestation is added to the 
mix of problems, extinctions 
are possible. It is part of a 
grim picture overall. The 
International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature has 
found that 32 percent of 
the world’s amphibian spe¬ 
cies are threatened or ex¬ 
tinct, including more than 


200 alone in both Mexico 
and Colombia. 
“Everywhere we are seeing 
declines and it’s severe,” 
said Jan Zegarra, a biolo¬ 
gist based in Puerto Rico 
for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

Frogs may be less char¬ 
ismatic than some other 
troubled species, but their 
role in the environment is 
important. They are con¬ 
sumed by birds and snakes 
and they in turn are major 
predators of mosquitoes. 
There are also less tangible 
reasons for protection. The 
coqui, the common name 
for a genus that includes 
17 species in Puerto Rico, 
including three believed to 
be already extinct, is impor¬ 
tant to the cultural heritage 
of the island; it's consid¬ 
ered a symbol of the island, 
seen in everything from in¬ 
digenous petroglyphs to 
coffee mugs sold to tourists 
at the airport. Frogs, which 
breathe and process tox¬ 
ins through their skin, ore 
considered o promising 
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area for pharmaceutical 
research and a bio-indica- 
tor that can tell scientists 
about what’s going on in 
the environment. 

“We are just starting to un¬ 
derstand the ripple down 
effects and the repercus¬ 
sions of losing amphibians,” 
said Jamie Voyles, a biolo¬ 
gist at New Mexico Tech in 
Albuquerque and one of 
the principal investigators 
of Project Atelopus, an ef¬ 
fort to study and protect 
frogs of on endangered 
genus in Panama. 

Rafael Joglar, a biologist 
at the University of Puerto 


found only within a small 
habitat on just one island. 
Take, for example, the co¬ 
qui guajon, or rock frog, 
which was the focus of 
attention by Lopez and 
Longo on o recent night. 
About the size of o golf 
boll, it is what's known os 
o habitat specialist, found 
only in coves of o certain 
kind of volcanic rock along 
streams in southeastern 
Puerto Rico. 

There ore 17 known spots 
designated by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service os 
critical habitat for the rock 
frog, oil of them on private 



In this March 21, 2013 photo, Alberto Lopez, a researcher with 
Proyecto Coqui, holds a Coqui de las Hlerbos or Grass Coqui 
(Eleutherodactylus brittoni) at a tropical torest in Patillas, Puerto 
Rico. 

Associated Press 


Rico, has noted the dimin¬ 
ishing nighttime colls in de¬ 
cades of research on the 
island and not just from the 
three species believe to 
hove gone extinct. “Many 
of the other species that 
were common when I was 
o younger student ... ore 
now disappearing and ore 
actually very rare.” 

In percentage terms, the 
worst situation for frogs 
is the Caribbean, where 
more than 80 percent of 
species ore threatened or 
extinct in the Dominican 
Republic, Cuba and Ja¬ 
maica and more than 90 
percent in Haiti, according 
to the International Union 
for the Conservation of 
Nature. In Puerto Rico, it’s 
around 70 percent. 

“The frogs in the Caribbean 
ore in very bod shape,” Jo¬ 
glar said. 

One major reason the Ca¬ 
ribbean is so vulnerable 
is that many species ore 


land. Longo and Lopez, 
working for o research and 
public education initiative 
called Proyecto Coqui, 
hove been trying to deter¬ 
mine the health of the pop¬ 
ulations on those isolated 
patches. 

“That’s why it’s such o vul¬ 
nerable species,” Lopez 
said. “If something hap¬ 
pens to the habitat, people 
can’t just grab them and 
put them in another place 
on the island because this 
habitat is only found on the 
southeast of the island.” 

In densely populated Hai¬ 
ti, the degradation of the 
environment has been so 
severe that only o handful 
of species ore known for 
certain to still be viable in 
the country and even they 
ore in trouble, said S. Blair 
Hedges, o biology profes¬ 
sor at Pennsylvania State 
University who has stud¬ 
ied frogs in the Caribbean 
since the 1980s.Q 
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Jackie Robinson tale ‘42’ scores with $27.3M debut 



This film image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Chadwick Boseman as Jackie Robinson 
in a scene from “42.” 

Associated Press 


By DAVID GERMAIN 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Base¬ 
ball has scored a rare hit in 
Hollywood, while another 
American institution — Tom 
Cruise — has delivered his 
latest hit overseas. 

The Jackie Robinson tale 
“42” took in $27.3 million to 
claim the weekend box-ot- 
fice championship domes¬ 
tically, according to studio 
estimates Sunday. 

The film has yet to open 
overseas, where the sport 
is a harder sell. But Cruise 
knocked it out of the park 
with a $61.1 million in¬ 
ternational launch in 52 
countries for his sci-fi thriller 
“Oblivion.” 

That bodes well for fhe do¬ 
mestic debut of “Oblivion” 
nexf Friday. The film stars 
Cruise as a workman on 
a devastated future Earth 
who lands in a battle with 
aliens. If “Oblivion” packs 
in comparable domestic 
crowds, it will help main¬ 
tain the action-star mo¬ 
mentum Cruise regained 
with 2011 's “Mission: Impos¬ 
sible — Ghost Protocol.” 
That return to box-office 
luster came after some fit¬ 
ful years that followed odd 
turns in his personal life, cul¬ 
minating with the breakup 
of his marriage to Katie Hol¬ 
mes last year. 

Released by Warner Bros., 
“42” easily beat the do¬ 
mestic start of an esfab- 
lished franchise in “Scary 
Movie 5.” The Weinsfein 
Co. sequel opened in sec¬ 
ond-place wifh $15.2 mil¬ 
lion, the smallest debut for 
the horror-comedy series. 
Three of the previous four 
“Scary Movie” installments 
had debuts of $40 million or 
more. 

On the other hand, “42” 
outdid the usual expecta¬ 
tions for baseball movies, 
which usually do modest 
business at best. Box-office 
trackers had expected 
“42” to pull in less than $20 
million. The previous week¬ 
end’s top draw, Sony’s hor¬ 
ror remake “Evil Dead,” 
tumbled to No. 5 with $9.5 
million, raising its domestic 
haul to $41.5 million. 

The $27.3 million open¬ 
ing for “42” is a record for 
a baseball flick in ferms of 
straight dollars, topping 


the $19.5 million debut of 
“Moneyball” in 2011. Fac- 
foring in higher ticket pric¬ 
es, the $13.7 million debut 
of 1992’s “A League of Their 
Own” would have been on 
par with “42” in terms of in¬ 
flation-adjusted dollars. 

The film stars Chadwick 
Boseman as Robinson and 
Harrison Ford as Brook¬ 


lyn Dodgers boss Branch 
Rickey, who brought No. 
42 onto the team in 1947 
as the Major Leagues’ first 
black player. 

“It’s a story that has so 
much emotion to it. Jackie 
Robinson’s life had such an 
influence on our country,” 
said Dan Fellman, head of 
distribution for Warner Bros., 


who noted that all Major 
League players will wear 
No. 42 on Monday for Jack¬ 
ie Robinson Day, the 66th 
anniversary of his Dodgers 
debut. “Think of whaf a trib¬ 
ute that is for what he ac¬ 
complished. Every player 
wearing 42 on his back.” 
With generally good re¬ 
views, “42” drew in older 


crowds, with 83 percent 
of the audience over 25, 
Fellman said. “Scary Movie 
5” was the franchise’s first 
installment in seven years 
and had the same luke¬ 
warm reception as anoth¬ 
er Weinstein series that re¬ 
turned after a long lag. In 
2011, “Scream 4” opened 
11 years after the fran¬ 
chise’s last movie and took 
in just $18.7 million, a frac¬ 
tion of the $30 million-plus 
debuts for the previous two 
sequels. The previous low 
for the “Scary Movie” series 
was the second one, which 
opened with $20.5 million in 
2001. “Scary Movie 3” had 
the best debut, with $48.1 
million in 2003, though its 
total domestic haul of $110 
million fell well short of the 
$157 million take for the 
2000 original. 

“Sometimes, when there’s 
too big of a lag, people 
lose interest. If it’s a ‘Star 
Wars’ movie, nostalgia 
works in your favor. The 
long lag works in your favor. 
People are loaded with 
anticipation,” said Paul 
Dergarabedian, an analyst 
for box-office fracker Holly- 
wood.com. □ 
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This March 19, 2013 file photo shows Canadian singer Justin 
Bieber performing during a concert at Bercy arena in Paris. 

Associated Press 


Bieber criticized for 
Anne Frank comment 


TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — Justin 
Bieber wrote an entry into 
a guestbook at the Anne 
Frank House museum in 
Amsterdam, saying he 
hoped the Jewish teenag¬ 
er who died in a Nazi con¬ 
centration camp “would 
have been a Belieber” 
— or tan of his — if history 
were different. 

The comment triggered 
a flood of criticism on the 
museum's Facebook page 
Sunday, with many criticiz¬ 
ing the 19-year-old Cana¬ 
dian pop star for writing 
something they perceive 
to be insensitive. 

Calls made and emails 
sent to Bieber's publicist 
and agent in Los Angeles 
weren’t immediately re¬ 
turned. 

Museum spokeswoman 
Maatje Mostart confirmed 
that Bieber visited Friday 
evening. She said the mu¬ 
seum was happy to have 
received Bieber and didn’t 
see anything offensive in 
his remarks. 

Anne Frank was a Jewish 
teenager who hid with her 
family in a small apartment 
above a warehouse dur¬ 
ing the Nazi occupation 
of World War II. Her family 
was caught and deported, 
and Anne died in the Ber- 
gen-Belsen concentration 
camp in 1945. 

The diary she kept in hid¬ 
ing was recovered and 
published after the war, 
and has become the most 
widely read document 
to emerge from the Holo¬ 
caust. 

Bieber’s whole note read: 


“Truly inspiring to be able 
to come here. Anne was 
a great girl. Hopefully she 
would have been a Beli¬ 
eber.’’ 

Mostart said Bieber called 
ahead and was given a 
guided tour. Bieber’s re¬ 
marks led to criticism from 
some quarters, as a Face- 
book response insulting 
Bieber received more than 
a thousand “likes" — slight¬ 
ly more than the museum's 
original post about the in¬ 
cident. Meanwhile on Twit¬ 
ter, posts mocking Bieber 
and imagining that he had 
visited the museum and 
walked away thinking only 
of himself began circulat¬ 
ing Sunday, though the 
message is open to inter¬ 
pretation. Some of Bieber’s 
37 million followers also 
Tweeted messages of sup¬ 
port. Others in his fan base 

— which is heavily weight¬ 
ed toward young girls — 
tweeted that they didn't 
know who Anne Frank was. 
Frank was 13 years old 
when she began keeping 
her diary in 1942. Like many 
teenage girls, she made 
a collage of the celebri¬ 
ties of her day — movie 
stars, dancers, and royalty 

— and kept it on her bed¬ 
room wall. 

“Our little room looked very 
bare at first with nothing 
on the walls; but thanks to 
Daddy who had brought 
my film-star collection and 
picture postcards ... with 
the aid of a paste pot and 
brush, I have transformed 
the walls into one gigantic 
picture," she wrote on July 
11,1942, just days after go¬ 
ing into hiding. □ 


‘Defiance’ attempts blend 
of TV series, video game 



This publicity image released by Syfy shows Julie Benz as Amanda Rosewater, left, Graham Greene 
as Rate McCawley, and Grant Bowler as Jeb Nolan, right, in a scene from the series, “Defiance,” 
premiering Monday, April 15, 2013 at 9 p.m. EST on Syfy. 

Associated Press 


RYAN PEARSON 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Earth 
is recovering from an 
apocalyptic event, alien 
races cooperate warily, a 
wise-cracking outsider sud¬ 
denly finds himself shoul¬ 
dering new responsibilities. 
Yes, the world of “Defi¬ 
ance" features familiar sci- 
fi touchstones, but it’s tak¬ 
en an ambitious approach 
to how you can experi¬ 
ence them: Through both 
a weekly TV series and an 
online-only video game. 
Five years in the making, 
the joint project is the most 
high-profile and big-bud- 
get attempt at ongoing 
“transmedia” entertain¬ 
ment, promising charac¬ 
ters and storylines that 
crisscross between the Syfy 
network show and Trion 
Worlds game. Set in 2046 
on a “terraformed” Earth 
where humans live along¬ 
side seven alien species, 
the series premiering Mon¬ 
day displays a space West¬ 
ern vibe with bar brawls, 
interspecies politics and 
love, plus actors familiar to 
genre fans like Julie Benz 
and Jaime Murray. The 
already-released game, 
a multiplayer third-person 
shooter, has plenty of guns 
to upgrade, quests for sup¬ 
plies, and boss battles in 
which players cooperate 
to bring down giant mon¬ 
sters. 

Though they can be expe¬ 


rienced separately, some¬ 
body who both plays the 
game and watches the 
show will gain an extra 
layer of insight to each, 
promises actor Grant Bowl¬ 
er, who appears in both. 
Bowler said he was im¬ 
pressed and a bit wary of 
that idea when he signed 
on to play lead Joshua 
“Jeb" Nolan, who be¬ 
comes “lawkeeper” of the 
city of St. Louis, renamed 
Defiance by survivors. “I 
thought ‘Gee, this thing is 
either going to change the 
business model of how we 
make television, and add 
a new one, or we’re go¬ 
ing to go screaming down 
in flames,"’ he said. “But 
either is - funnily enough - 
fine with me.” 

It’s a strategy fraught with 
challenges. Time and 
again, games based on 
successful series or mov¬ 
ies have flopped, as have 
movies or series based on 
hit games. 

“When you take the syn¬ 
thesis of the game and the 
show together, you’re at a 
whole new level of excite¬ 
ment, you’re at a whole 
new level of difficulty,” 
Bowler said in an interview. 
“You also increase your 
chances of blowing it ex¬ 
ponentially. Because it’s 
not like one plus one. It’s 
more you’re cubing the 
level of difficulty. Which is 
why nobody has ever at¬ 
tempted to do it in as in¬ 


tegrated a way as we’ve 
done it before." 

Bowler began his work on 
the project by doing mo¬ 
tion-capture performance 
for the game-makers. They 
asked how his character 
would act before he’d 
had a chance to consult 
with a show-runner or writ¬ 
er, “which is odd for an ac¬ 
tor. You’re used to having 
a director... Here it was the 
lunatics were running the 
asylum." Since then, each 
company created new 
positions in order to pass 
information along to the 
other and bring their pro¬ 
duction schedules into har¬ 
mony. There still were “a 
lot of occasions" in which 
ideas put forth by one 
company were shot down 
by the other for technical 
reasons, Bowler said. And 
at least at first, there’s no 
“interactive” storytelling in 
which players’ choices or 
actions cause substantive 
show changes from week 
to week: Choose Your Own 
Adventure TV. 

“The nature of incorporat¬ 
ing ... two very, very dif¬ 
ferent delivery systems is 
incredibly problematic," 
Bowler said. “How you 
would do it in a more im¬ 
mediate, spontaneous 
way, I don’t know. I think 
maybe our experience, 
what we’re attempting 
to do, will move us closer 
to being able to see that 
idea.’’a 












Bold on both ends 



David Brooks 

© 2013 New York Times News Ser¬ 
vice 

time to entertain the possibility 
that President Barack Obama is 
a right-wing extremist. After all, 
look at where he’s taking the 
country over his second term. 
We’re living in a country where 
53 percent of children born to 
women younger than 30 are 
born out of wedlock, accord¬ 
ing to government data. Millions 
of people, especially men, are 
dropping out of the labor force. 
Nearly half the students who be¬ 
gin college are unable to gradu¬ 
ate within six years. The social 
fabric for people without college 
degrees is in shambles. 

Yet Obama is not offering pro¬ 
posals commensurate with those 
problems. Under his budget, 
domestic discretionary spend¬ 
ing would be lower as a share 
of GDP than it was under Rea¬ 
gan, both Bushes and Nixon. 
When it comes to this category, 
Obama’s budget would take us 
back to Eisenhower levels. 

The president is increasing total 
revenues to a historically high 
20 percent of GDP by 2023. Fed¬ 
eral spending would remain at a 
way-above-average 22 percent 
of GDP. But Washington still can’t 
seem to devote enough money 
to address the challenges faced 
by the less-educated and ease 
the segmentation of America. 
That’s true even after you ac¬ 
count for the domestic programs 
that are outside the discretionary 
budget category and have their 
own funding stream, like the new 
early childhood initiative. 

I generally come to celebrate, 
not criticize, this budget. Obama 
has the guts to take on special 
interests in his own party. He 
works hard to reduce inequality. 
He understands that entitlement 
programs represent a funda¬ 
mental threat to the sustainabil¬ 
ity of the welfare state. He un¬ 
derstands that politics can only 
work if the president transcends 
his base and builds a majority co¬ 
alition. His budget should put to 
rest those crazy claims that he is 
some sort of Norwegian socialist. 
But being moderate means 
throwing away ideological blind¬ 
ers and facing reality. Right now, 
America faces two giant prob¬ 
lems: social unraveling today 
and cataclysmic debt tomorrow. 
This budget takes small steps to 
address both problems when big 
strides are needed. 

So where do we go from here? 
That’s easy. First, we have the 
same kabuki debate we’ve 
been having for the past few de¬ 
cades. This debate is organized 
around the following trade-off: 
more revenue in exchange for 


more spending cuts. 

This debate will probably go 
nowhere. Republicans feel as if 
they’ve already given away the 
store on new revenue, so they 
are not going to be compromis¬ 
ing. Obama needs to show Dem¬ 
ocrats that this budget is the end¬ 
point, not a starting point, for a 
further rightward drift. He doesn’t 
have much room to compromise 
either. The kabuki debate will 
probably end, as it usually does, 
with gridlock and name-calling. 
But then we can move on to 
Debate B. This debate would 
be organized around a different 
trade-off - not a balance be¬ 
tween taxing and spending, but 
a balance between greater dis¬ 
cretionary spending in exchange 
for structural entitlement reform. 
In this framework. Democrats 
would get a lot of the good ideas 
that are in the Obama budget, 
but they’d be bigger and more 
aggressive. We’d take the pre-k 
initiative, the spending on scien¬ 
tific research and the infrastruc¬ 
ture spending. But then we’d 
throw on top other programs. 
Make more men marriageable 
(by helping them earn a reliable 
wage). Rebind the social fabric 
in atomized communities (social 
entrepreneurship funds). Maybe 
expand a national service pro¬ 
gram to give more young adults 
discipline, orientation and con¬ 
nections. Republicans would 
get structural entitlement reform. 
Here, too, we could build on the 
ideas in the Obama budget, 
like chained Consumer Price In¬ 
dex for Social Security and the 
expansion of means-testing for 
Medicare. Then we could throw 
on other modest structural re¬ 
forms: Combine Medicare Parts 
A and B and further limiting Me- 
digap plans in order to induce 
seniors to make more cost-con¬ 
scious decisions. Repair federal 
pensions and the disability sys¬ 
tem. Means test Social Security 
and raise the Medicare eligibility 
age for affluent workers. 

This deal wouldn’t represent the 
moderation of the mushy mid¬ 
dle. It would represent muscular 
moderation that is bold on both 
ends. Persuade majorities that 
discretionary spending is not just 
foreign aid and earmarks. It’s the 
government’s best shot at boost¬ 
ing social mobility. Remind Amer¬ 
icans that their country can’t be 
a rising nation if we have an en¬ 
titlements system fit for an aging 
and declining one. 

Right now, we are the North Ko¬ 
rea of fiscal policy. We’re living 
under the insane sequester that 
cuts those programs we should 
be increasing and spares exact¬ 
ly those old-age programs we 
should be reforming. Both parties 
should have incentive to get to a 
new fiscal regime. 

Party leaders could postpone 
the debate about tax revenues. 
They could accept higher defi¬ 
cits short term. Most important, 
they could embrace a deal¬ 
making framework that would 
direct attention toward urgent 
needs: discretionary programs 
for now, structural entitlement 
reforms that accumulate over 
time.G 
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Lust for gold 



Paul Krugman 

© 2013 New York Times News Ser¬ 
vice 

News flash: Recent declines in 
the price of gold, which is off 
about 17 percent from its peak, 
show that this price can go down 
as well as up. You may consider 
this an obvious point, but, as an 
article in The Times on Thursday 
reports, it has come as a rude 
shock to many small gold inves¬ 
tors, who imagined that they 
were buying the safest of all as¬ 
sets. And thereby hangs a tale. 
One of the central facts about 
modern America is that every¬ 
thing is political; on the right, 
in particular, people choose 
their views about everything, 
from environmental science to 
gun safety, to suit their political 
prejudices. And the remarkable 
recent rise of “goldbuggism,” 
in the teeth of all the evidence, 
shows that this politicization can 
influence investments as well as 
voting. What do I mean by gold¬ 
buggism? Not the notion that 
buying gold sometimes makes 
sense. Gold has been a very 
good investment since the early 
2000s, and it’s probably not all 
bubble. One way to think about 
this is that gold is like a very long¬ 
term bond that’s protected from 
inflation; and actual long-term 
inflation-protected bonds have 
also seen big price increases, 
reflecting a general perception 
that there aren’t enough alter¬ 
native good investments. 

No, being a goldbug means as¬ 
serting that gold offers unique 
security in troubled times; it also 


means asserting that all would 
be well if we abolished the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve and returned to the 
good old gold standard, in which 
the value of the dollar was fixed 
in terms of gold and that was 
that. And both forms of goldbug¬ 
gism soared after 2008. 

In the wake of the financial cri¬ 
sis - and to a considerable ex¬ 
tent even now - to watch busi¬ 
ness news on TV, especially on 
Fox, was to see a lot of talking 
heads touting gold, not to men¬ 
tion many, many ads from the 
likes of Goldline. Many Ameri¬ 
cans were convinced: A third of 
those polled by Gallup in 2011 
declared that gold was the best 
long-term investment. At the 
same time, calls for a return to 
the gold standard proliferated, 
and not just among marginal 
figures. Indeed, the 2012 Repub¬ 
lican platform effectively de¬ 
manded a return to gold, calling 
for a commission to “investigate 
possible ways to set a fixed val¬ 
ue for the dollar’’ (which it took 
as self-evidently desirable) and 
making clear that the preferred 
route involved a “metallic basis’’ 
for the currency. So the financial 
crisis of 2008 brought a surge in 
gold fever (although that surge- 
has abated a bit since 2011). But 
why? After all, historically, gold 
has been anything but a safe in¬ 
vestment. Sometimes it yields big 
gains, as it did in the late 1970s 
and again between 2001 and 
2011. But that 1970s run-up was 
followed by an epic plunge, with 
the real value of gold falling by 
more than two-thirds. 

Meanwhile, the modern world’s 
closest equivalent to the clas¬ 
sical gold standard is the euro, 
which puts European countries 
back under more or less the 
same constraints they faced 
when gold ruled. It’s true that 
the European Central Bank can 
print money if it chooses to, but 
individual countries, like nations 
on the gold standard, can’t. 


And who would hold up these 
countries’ recent experience as 
an example of something we’d 
like to emulate? So how can we 
rationalize the modern goldbug 
position? Basically, it depends on 
the claim that runaway inflation 
is just around the corner. 

Why have so many people 
found this claim persuasive? 
John Maynard Keynes famously 
dismissed the gold standard as a 
“barbarous relic,’’ noting the ab¬ 
surdity of yoking the fortunes of a 
modern industrial society to the 
supply of a decorative metal. 
But he also acknowledged that 
“gold has become part of the 
apparatus of conservatism and 
is one of the matters which we 
cannot expect to see handled 
without prejudice.’’ And so it re¬ 
mains to this day. Conservative- 
minded people tend to support 
a gold standard - and to buy 
gold - because they’re very eas¬ 
ily persuaded that “fiat money,’’ 
money created on a discretion¬ 
ary basis in an attempt to sta¬ 
bilize the economy, is really just 
part of the larger plot to take 
away their hard-earned wealth 
and give it to you-know-who. 
But the runaway inflation that 
was supposed to follow reckless 
money-printing - inflation that 
the usual suspects have been 
declaring imminent for four years 
and more - keeps not happen¬ 
ing. For a while, rising gold prices 
helped create some credibility 
for the goldbugs even as their 
predictions about everything 
else proved wrong, but now gold 
as an investment has turned 
sour, too. So will we be seeing 
prominent goldbugs change 
their views or at least lose a lot of 
their followers? I wouldn’t bet on 
it. In modern America, as I sug¬ 
gested at the beginning, every¬ 
thing is political; and goldbug¬ 
gism, which fits so perfectly with 
common political prejudices, will 
probably continue to flourish no 
matter how wrong it proves.Q 
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U.S. instruction of students learning English bleak 



In this April 3, 2013 photo, a sticker reading, “We also speak English,” hangs with writings in Span¬ 
ish on the wall of a classroom at the Coral Way K-8 Center, the nation’s largest bilingual school, in 
Miami. Students who speak a language other than English at home are one of the fastest-growing 
populations. Associated Press 



In this April 3, 2013 photo, teacher Julia Puentes, center, dem¬ 
onstrates the use of an exclamation point in a sentence during 
an English class at the Coral Way K-8 Center, the nation’s oldest 
bilingual school, in Miami. 

Associated Press 


CHRISTINE ARAAARIO 
Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — Duna Lopez 
started school in Miami last 
tall not knowing a single 
word ot English. 

The 8-year-old girl from Bar¬ 
celona, Spain, with dark 
blond hair was placed in 
the Coral Way Bilingual K-8 
Center, the nation's oldest 
bilingual school. For half 
the day, she receives class¬ 
es in Spanish; it’s English for 
the rest. During language 
arts, she gets pulled out 
with three other new arriv¬ 
als for extra help on gram¬ 
mar and phonics. 

After seven months, she’s 
one of the most active par¬ 
ticipants in class. 

“In five months, like that, I 
learned it,” she said. 

Duna's success is excep¬ 
tional, but the language 
challenge she faced is in¬ 
creasingly common across 
the U.S. educational map. 
Nationwide, nonwhites are 
expected to become a 
majority of the population 
within a generation, and 
schools are at the cutting 
edge of that historic shift. 
School-age children who 
speak a language other 
than English at home are 
one of the fastest-growing 
populations. Their numbers 
doubled between 1980 
and 2009, and they now 
make up 21 percent of 
school-age children. 

There were 4.7 million stu¬ 
dents classified as “English 
language learners”—those 
who have not yet achieved 
proficiency in English — in 
the 2009-10 school year, or 
about 10 percent of chil¬ 
dren enrolled, according 
to the most recent figures 
available from the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Education. 
“This is part of a new reality 
that our public schools are 
facing,” said Robert Lin- 
quanti, an expert in English 
learner students for West- 
Ed, an education research 
agency based in San Fran¬ 
cisco. “It's been coming for 
a long time but now it’s hit¬ 
ting a tipping point.” 

Of all the challenges facing 
minority students and their 
schools, English learners are 
arguably the most disad¬ 
vantaged. It’s hard to find 
enough teachers who are 
qualified to instruct them. 


and there’s little consisten¬ 
cy in the programs used to 
educate them. 

The country is divided over 
the best way to educate 
them, with bilingual pro¬ 
grams gathering steam but 
also provoking a sometimes 
heated debate with those 
who favor an English-only 
approach. English learner 
students are more likely to 
be in poor, overcrowded 
schools and in many plac¬ 
es represent an added cost 
to already cash-strapped 
school districts. 

The longer these students 
stay in special language 
programs, the further they 
fall behind in other subjects. 
In several states, their grad¬ 
uation rates are at less than 
60 percent, and as low as 
29 percent in Nevada, ac¬ 


cording to federal data. 
Just 7 percent of fourth- 
grade and 3 percent of 
eighth-grade English learn¬ 
ers scored “proficient” or 
above in a nationwide 
reading exam, and thou¬ 
sands languish for years 
in ineffective English-as- 
a-second-language pro¬ 
grams. 

On a scale of one to 10, the 
education of the nation’s 
English learners is “below 
five,” said Gary Cook, a 
specialist with the Wiscon¬ 
sin Center for Education 
Research. 

“Their success is our suc¬ 
cess,” Cook said. “If they 
really can’t meet the edu¬ 
cational expectations of 
what’s coming — that is, 
the need to be knowledge 
workers, not necessar¬ 


ily physical workers — then 
we’re in a world of hurt.” 
The vast majority of English 
learners, more than two- 
thirds at the elementary 
school level, were born in 
the United States. They 
represent many different 
languages and ethnici¬ 
ties, but the majority is His¬ 
panic. Overall, 38 percent 
of Hispanic fourth-grade 
students were identified 


as English learners, as well 
as 20 percent of Hispanic 
eighth-grade students, ac¬ 
cording to the 2011 Nation¬ 
al Assessment of Education 
Progress math test. 

Latino students overall 
have some of the highest 
dropout rates and the low¬ 
est share of the population 


with a bachelor’s degree. 
The language barrier does 
not affect the majority, but 
for those who enter school 
as English learners the chal¬ 
lenges are even greater. 
Asian students represent 
the second largest group of 
English learners. States such 
as California, Texas, New 
Mexico and Nevada have 
some of the largest propor¬ 
tions of English learners in 
their school-age popula¬ 
tions. They also are widely 
concentrated in low-in- 
come, urban schools. A 
study by the Urban Institute 
found fhaf 70 percenf are 
educated in 5,000 elemen¬ 
tary schools, just 10 percent 
of the nation’s schools. 

The segregation of these 
students is reflective of both 
neighborhood segregation 
and a decision on the part 
of some districts to group 
these students together in 
order to provide them with 
qualified teachers and bi¬ 
lingual programs that are 
scarce, said Richard Fry, a 
senior research associate 
for the Pew Hispanic Cen¬ 
ter. But the schools they at¬ 
tend also tend to have the 
highest rates of poverty, 
larger pupil-teacher ratios 
and bigger schools. 

“They are clearly at risk,” 


said Fry. 

An English learner’s en¬ 
trance into the public 
school system usually starts 
with a home language sur¬ 
vey, which asks whether 
another language is used 
at home and which lan¬ 
guage the child speaks 
most frequently. □ 



In this April 3, 2013 photo, Duna Lopez, 8, center, whispers into 
the ear ot classmate Mathew Botros, 9, right, during an Engiish 
class at the Coral Way K-8 Center, in Miami, the nation’s oldest 
























